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RE L A 'T 1 0 N 1 
Of the Fearful Eftate of 


| Francis $ pira, 


After he turn'd Apoſtate wad 
tlie Proteſtant Church to Popery. 


As alfo the Miſerable LIVE S, IE 
and Woeful DE AT HS, of. if - 3 
Mr. JOHN CHIL Dill 
W bo deſper ately hang'd himſelf in Brick - Bi 
Lane, u Sp *tle- Fields, London, 1654. irs * 
AND, 4 
HS | 
Mr. GEO. EDWARDS]. 
Late of Stratford in Cher, who withily | 1 
Shot himſelf to Death; Jan. 46 £704 LETT ov} 
To which is added. en 
King James che i Propherice! Curſe } 5 \| 
upon 2 of his. Race, that Mond N 4 
Apoſtatiſe to the * of u. Wich ; 
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ableneſs, and the great Uſe 
of this Relation of Spire, has long 
ſince made it Acceptable to the 
Sober part of the World, fo that. 
it hath been Tranſlated and Pub- 
liſh'd in moſt of the r 
of Europe ; and particulasty great 
N nenbers of them hxyeSecn vended 
in Euglaud; but being now du * 
Print, and I having purchasd 
Right of the Copy, thought it xg 
At to reprint it ; 
ver was there more necd te * 
erve the Memory of ſuch Wake? 
ning Examples, than in chis pretent 
Age, wherein an apoſt ati Spirit 
* to be let 2 Tos 
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2 Reader. 
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ready to ſhift their xligion Py er 


do their Sails) with every Wind. 


Let ſuch falling Stas*, whilſt they 


View in this Looking-Glafs, Spira's 
dreadful Condition, rcad the Con- 


ſequences of their own Apoſtacy, 


God will not be mocked : Therc's 
no Diflembling 
Maſquerading with the All-ſceing 
which 
ſooner or later will oyertake them. 


To make this little Treatiſe more 


Serviceable, I have procur'd divers 
notable Prefidents of God's Judg- 
ments, viſibly inflicted on the like 
Singers, to be added to it ſrom ſe- 
-—+-xeral approved Authors. 


oftacy is à Sin moſt odious to 
The Ang els (faith 
the A 


laſting Chains under Darkneſs, unto 
e of the Great 35 


with Heaven, no 


2 poſtle) chi Fn not their. 
1 frft-Eftate, but left their 0:9n Ha- 
, bitation, he hath reſerve! in ecer- 


ence it is, that the Zeal of onr 
e . 
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TEM Poteſtant Ane ſors, thought fit by - . 
an Act of State, to Brand this ho- 
rid Sin with the moſt heinous Guilt .. 
and grievous Puniſhment, making t 
no lets than High-Tr eaſon for any 
Subject of this Kingdom, (of whate=- 
2 Degree) that has been 
Educated in the true Reformed Re- 
ligion of the Church of England, by 
Law eſtabliſhed, to be wilhingly re- 
conciled to the Church of Rome, as 
appears by the Satute 9 fac. t. . 
§. 23. A Law to this Day in force, 
ang well worthy the Regard of al 0 
thoſ: whom it may concern. Nor: ©; 
| was the Zeal and Reſolutiong 
that wiſe and learned Prince, Kiitg, +: 
James the 1, leſs to be applauded. - 
of which we have a ſignal a” k 1 
recorded by a reverend Judge to 
Poſterity. vi. That in il mn, * 
Tear after K. James's comiig ings; - 12 
England, there being # Runen 
ſpread, as if he intended, un" - 
mclinable to give the — > 
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7, the Reader. '; * 


thereat ; efleeming it a very great 
& andal on a Proteſtant Prince; and 
$- having aſſembled divers of i he No- 
billes, he there F747 declared,that 
be never had ſuch a Thought, and 
that he —_ vencure the % Blood 
n his Body for the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion; ſolemuly adding a Curſe upon 
any of his Race, that ſhould Apoſta- 
tire to Rome, ſaying, If any of my 
Poſterity Mall embrace any other 
than that truc Religion which Ino 
profeſs, I pray God to take them 
out of the World. Gee Crook's 
> Ne arts, 2 Jacobi. | 
It was in the beginning of the 
ber 1685, that Inew Publiſh'd 
tlie Relation of the fearful Eſtate of 
TK Francis Spira,. with the ſore- going 
Epiſtle, to prevent, as much, as in 
me lay, that Torrent of Apoſtacy, ; 
F that then was flowing in upon the 
Nation, like a mighty Deluge, re- 
: fre to- overfiow and bear down al! 


. his Majeſty WAS nad l 
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T the Reader. 


belies it: And it was then as much 
as I durſt fay and more than they 
would allow r For Pr. * 
- Sharp (late A. Bp. of Tork) having 

in one of his Sermons, made mention + 
of that Curſe of K, James the Firſt, 
which 1 have here before recixed ; 4 
K. Jawes the II, being conſcious ts 
hiniſelf of being an Apoſtate from the © 


Religion in which he was brought 3 


up, and which was profets'd by his 
Father and Grand-Father, found 
himſelt fo nearly touch'd, chat he 4 
lent a Mandate to the Bp. of Eon 
don to Sufpend the faid Dr. She 
from Preaching; which the Biſhop  --; 
ſeeing no Reaſon for ; inſomuch as 
the Dr. had tra algreſs d no Sat 5 

as being what by gore Be 1 


not. Upon which, that img NM * 
Was for advancing his 22 # 
Power above all Law; Wit 40 f 4 
rag'd, that he crefted* 2 ot 4 
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which they alſo did, as he com- 

manded. 

This mighty l of K. 

James the 2d, againſt repeatingthis 
Curſe of his Grand- Father, gave me 
an occaſion of conſidering it a little 
more ſedately; and by comparing 


it with what has ſince befallen his 


two unhappy Grand-Children, not 
to mention his own Son, K. Charles 
I, whe tho' himſelf a Proteſtant, yet 


was | Urgrios an Husband to his 


Queen, that he granted the Papiſts 
more. Liberty ot: her account, than 
was either conſiſtent with the Laws 
of the Land, or the Welfare of the 


Proteſtant Religion, which was ſo 
undermin d in England' in his Reign, 


that at laſt, things broꝶe out into a 
bloody War, the end of which was 
fatal to the Nation, and ſurprizingly 
Tragical to that unſortunate King, 


which encqurag'd the Rebls in Le- 
land to Maſſacree Two Hugdzed 
| ee Irinocent Proteſtantg in 


ud . 
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cold Blood; for whick a anion, 


Was pretended by them under chat 


| King's Broad-Seal; but whether 
it were ſo or not, muſt be teft to 


that Day in which all Secrets will. 


be made manifeſt, I ſay not to 
mention the great Lenity of King 
Charles I, to the Papiſts, it is noto- 
rious enough, that the Grand-Fa- 


ther's Curte took hold of both the 


Grand-Children, CHa les and James 
II, for their Aeoſlati ing from God's 

true Religion unto Popery. King 
har les 1 „did indeed Diſſembie in 
it, in his Life-time ; for being an 
ef eminate Prince, and entirely given 
up to his Pleaſures, he was not ye- 


ry ſollicitous about any Religion at 7 © 


all; and provided he could but enjoy 


thole vjcaſures to which he had ge- 
voted himſelf, he was not thoughte 
ful what became of ton; but 
if we may judge of bis ie by his 
Death (when Men leaſt of:all &;/- 


ſemble) that little Religion which 
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To 1 Reader 


he had was 


ry. Twas has. 


though he want- 


ed cither Courage, or Zeal, or both, 


to Hazard his Kingdom by fetting | 
it up, as his Brother James aſter- 
wards did. And therefore the Pa- 
* (not to ſay his Brother) took 
care to ſend him out of the World, 

5 for Oue that ſnould do their Buſe- - 
; neſs better, to be ſet up in his room: 

And thereby his Grand. fat her's 
Commminatiou was made good npon 
him, That for embracing another 
Religion, te was taken out of the 
World. And tho Ome are willing to 
believe he dy'd a Proteſtant, be- 
cauſe he went under that Denomi- 
nation, yet his receiving the õacra- 
ment on his Death- Bed from Father 
Huddleſton, a Popiſb Prieft, after the 
manner of the Church of Rame, is 
too great a Demonſtration of his be- 
ing one of that Communion. 

And thus by the juſt Judgment of 
the ., whoſe Ways are in- 
2 


. pe: 2hs nh 


2755 5 ble, and his Judgments "paſt - 
out, he fell (according to his 
G Father's Prayer) for embra- 
eing the Nomiſb Religion, by their 
Hands (as there is great Reaſon to 
believe) whoſe: ON he fell a: 
way ko, becauſe they t hought bun © 
too remiſs in his Zeal for it; tho? 
indeed he did them more Service by 
thoſe under-hand Methods he took 
to promote it, than his brother could 
do by bis more publick cipouſing 
of it. . 
King cherte II. being gone, and 
King James come to the Crown, he 
openly proſefs'd his 4 {poftacy, in 
embracing another Religion, thaa 
that trze One his Grand-Father 
proieft ; and drew upon him all the 
Plagues that an abdicated Prince 
could lye under: Which Wo Ex- 
amples are freſh Inftances, „ how 
dangerous it is, for any Perſon, tho” 
of the higheſt Rank, to Apoſiatize 
from the good Ways ot Ay 
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0 embrace that Religion with 3 * 
God has a Controverſy, and which 
in his due time he will utterly over- 
turn. And tho' by the coming in of 
the late Glorious King William, 
* Popery has receiv'd ſuch a Blow, 
that one would think there ſhould: 
be no Danger of apoftatizing to it 
8 any more; yet the Devil, and his 
| Inſtruments the Jeſuits, are buſy 
_ induſtrious as ever to promote 
tho' under ſcveral Diſgiliſes: 
FP And whillt they are bringing up a 
| Pretender on tother fide the Wa- 
ter, they ſeem to be Confident of 
turning the Point ſome time or o- 
ther; and therefore it concerns us 
all to ſtand upon our Guard, and 
take heed of the very Beginnings of 
Apoſtacy; which, I fear, is creeping. 
upon too mairy, 'by intenſible De- 
grees: For to grow cold and care- 
leſs in the Profeſſion of Religion, 
one Degree of Aboſb xc, and 2 
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2 ho Reader. 


m_—_— lead by Man into all che 
reſt. ? 

Before I concjuds, his Epiſtle, x 
think fit to acquaint the Reader, 


that this true Relation of the fear- 


ful Eftate of Francis Spira, has 
ſound ſuch good Acceptance, that 
it has occaſion d a ſurreptitious Re- 
lation to be ſhame fully publiſh'd to 


the World, cven under the Name of 

2 Se: ond 85 ira; which as it is with= _- 
out any Foundation of Truth, ſo it 
is a great Abuſc to the World, and 


an impoſing upon the Credulity 


of unw ary Readers: and whatever 


the Deſign may have been, is But 
making the Truth of God befiolgen 


toa ve, which is cxprefly condeme. 


ned by the Apoſtle; Ram. 3. 7,8. 
But among the many Examples re- 


cited in this Book, there ate none 


but what are of approved Verity, 


and well Atteſted: Lea, ſo far am 1 


from impoſing on the Regder by 


| ee Relations, that I would - 
-. 7 
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to God there were not iS many. real 
Inſtances of this Kind, and that 
Apoſtacy had not left tach viſible 
Marks behind it in the Wicked 
Lives, and deſpairing Deaths of 
fo many miſerable Souls 2 It has 
done. 5 What 

T have alſo farther to dem the 
Reader, that I have inthis Edition 


* 


added another very true and tre- 


mendovs Example, of God's Ju- 


* Rice upon a Perſon, for ſmning a- 


To as RAS 


gainſt Light and Knowledge, which 


. 1 think, is as remarkable as any 


thing that has happen'd of this 
Nature, for theſe Hundred Years; - 
and this is no Example brought 


from Foreign Parts, but @ Thing 
tranſacted at our'own Doors. The 
Perfon who was the ſad Subject 


+ hereof, was particularly known to 


my ſelf, and very many others, at 


this time living in London ; the 
place of his laſt Habitation being 


nen off than 2 
. 


* 4 
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He was a Man of a ſtrong and a * 
ble Body, bold and confident, of 
great Preſence of Mind, but A 
wounded Conſcience who can bear ? 
For thou wilt find in the Rela- 
tion, that when God came to con- 
tend with him, he was ſo diſtract- 
ed with Terrors, that he was re- 
duc'd to a meer Skeleton, and 


made the tively Image of Deſpair. 


But I will not anticipate in this 


Preface what you ſhall meet with 
in the Book, but refer you to the 
Relation it ſelf, 

L ſhall only add my Wiſhes and 
Prayers, that paſt Examples may 
prove future Varuings; and all 
that read theſe ſignal Inſtances of 
God's Judgments, may thereby 


come to ſce the Danger of A 


ſtacy, and hold faſt the Truth, and 
not depart into the Wars of Baal- 
Peor, or lick up the omits of 
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dod; but conſerve the pure Faith, 2 ; 


and walk anſwerable thereunto in 
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Jo the Reader. | 
their Converſation, which will 
bring a Bleſling in Life, and Com- 
fort in Death, and Glory to Eter- 
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nity. 


Thine, 
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"The Preface. 
OR the Truth of this Hiſtory | 


cnſuing, beſides, Circumftances. 


of Vie Perton, Time, and Occaſion, 


fo cxadtly obſerv d, Lref er my ſelf to 
the Relation of thoſe godly Men, 
who in ſeveral Languages have ma- 
nifeſted to the World, the ſcveral 
Paſſages thereof: And altho' Lam 
not ignorant, that at firſt they were 


not only Credited, but diſcredited and 
ander d by ſuch as found them to be 


a Blur to the Roman Profeſſion, 


yet they loſt not their Luſtre there- 
by; but being acquitted by many ./ 
Com purgators of teyera! Nations, 
and tome of the Romzjh Religioa, 2 
being all of them Spectators of this 


Tragedy, it occaſion'd not only a 


farther Manifeſtation and Confir- 1 


mation of the Truth, but alſo a 
large and more frequent, Gon. 
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| ence, fo fre this which they had 
| 5 formerly only heard of. This part- 


lt. 


ly appearcth out of the ſucceeding 
Story ; but more fully out of an A- 
pology written by Vergerius, Biſh- 
JF afrnople, who was accuſed for 
—— the Fame of his Example 
to The Stain of Popery, in which 
- Apology to N Rottan, Suffragan 
of Padua, is ſhorfly and clearly 
deelared what was fail, what was 
done, and who were preſent. If 
that Ir be demanded, what moved 
me to compile this T reatiſe of Sprr a, 
tell them, that it ſhould teach Fear 
| = and Reverence : ; and indeed, among 
| © all thoſe that came to ſec him, few 
or none return'd unſhaken. 2 ge- 
nis, in his firſt Epiftle faith, I 
* would fain go and fee him again, 
But I exceedingly Fear and Treble. 
And in his Apology faith, It is 
ſueh a _ Example, as 1 would 
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_ willingly go to the fartheſt Parts of 
N 2 70 „ or hear the like. 
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1. 


The Lady Jane to her Fathers 


Chaplain, (that had fallen into Spi- 
ra's Sin) faith, Remember the la- 
mentable Eftate of Spira ! 


I acknowledge, that there hath ' 


been formerly a Book publiſh d in 
Engliſh on this Subject; but as far 


as I can learn (for I could not get 
one of them) it was not ſo various 
and large as this Treatiſe, and, as 
I have heard, a Tranſlation of only 4 
one of the 'T ractates, whence in 
part I gather'd the enſuing Dif- 


courſe, Concerning my Care and 


Fidelity herein, I may truly fay,; © 


without changing Colour, that 
not one Sentence of all this Work, 


attributed to the Perſon of Spir a, l 
but it hath its Warrant either from 


the Epiſtles of Vergerius, and Gri- 
Baldus, Proſeſſors of Law at en 


Scringer, © Scotſman, Sigiſm. Ge- 
lons, a Tranſilvanian, and Matin 
Bocka, a Divine of Bazil. Lhave * 
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Likes no Liberty,than as iRelator, 
to weave the aforeſaid Niſcourſcs 
together, fo as thoſe who under ſe- 
veral, were accounted ſeveral, 1 x 
here make one entire Hiſtory, cbn- 1 
nected by due Succeſſion of Time _ *! 
and Occafion, as punctually as could 1 
|= be aim'd at, by the Circumſtaices 5 
noted in the W ritingsof thoſe Holy 
and Learned Men before-named. 
| - Extraordiniry Examples of Di- 
vine Juſtice, God never intended 
|. fora Nine Days Wonaer; elic 
would he when he ememplify d 
Lots Wife, have turn'd her into a 
Statue of melting Snow, not of laſt- 
ing Salt; which ſtood as Foſephus 
tells as, till his Age, after the 
F- Deſtruction of Jeruſalem; and as 
tome Travellers report fill at this 
Day; UV quoddam hominibus præ- 
| * flaret condimentum quo ſapient | 
unde illud caveatur Exemplumn, 
© gy dle er. ith lib. 16. 1 * 
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— 


For a Seaſon againſt * 


daily Spectator thereof, forſakin 


teſtant. Man Nations had Eye- 


and Dutch Letters) with the Latin 
of Celiu-Secundus, Curi 4 
_ thus Gribauldus, Profeſſof Affe 
Liow Law in Face. Sen 
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a Preſervation againſt Apoſtacy. 

This Tragedy when New, was 
the Converfion and Confirmation 
of ſundry Worthies; [/ergerius, a 


C4 


en — 


a rich Biſhoprick of Juſtinopilir, 
and Tents of Aut ic h, went to 
Bugil, and died a worthy Pro- 


Witneſſes of their own Students 
_ in che Univerſity of Padua, 
who penned the Story,“ the Copies "2 
whereot are frequently reviw'd: 
Our Engliſc ones were very De- 
ſective, and now worn out of Shops 

and Hands; ſundry Manuferi pts of 3 
this abroad: impe. ect; which mov'd:: 5 
me to compare this Labour of a. © 


worthy Gentleman (wig Taraf . | 
Tranſlated it out of Italian; French, 
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Gelons, a T ranſilvanian and Henri- 
cus Scotus, all daily Viſitors of Spira, 
and find it accord with them. 


* 


Touching Spira's Perſon, I find 


moſt learned Writers do encline to 


the right and hopeful Hand; moved 


by his ſwect, humble, and charitable 


Speeches (tome few deſperate ones 


excepted) that fell from him in ſome 


little Agonies, which kept him 


Faſting and Watching about fix 


Months ſpace, cating nothing but 
" wnat was forc'd down his Throat. 


The Sum of Calvin's and Bor- 
rhon's Counſel is, (who write large- 
ly of the Uſe of this Pattern) That 
all learn to take heed of Back-fli- 
ding, Which Gods Soul abbors; 
and not to aally with Conſcience, 


a Hell upon Earth, if h in- 
cen d; more to be fear d Than the 


Spaniſh Iuquiſition, or all the Sin a- 


do's and Torments in the World: 


and to take heed of Spira's principal 
Errors; which were to Diſpute 
| 3 Satan 
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with Satan 2 buſily in time of 
Weakne ſe, oe pecially to reaſon and 
conclu from preſe 72 Senſe, to God: 
Paſt Reprobat ion and Future Damj- 
— — Both of which is hard, if © 
poſſible, for any Man to Determine 4 
in his own, much more in others 
Cafes. 

80 commending thee to his (race 
who is able to eſtabliſh thee to the 
End, T bid thee Farewel, and Hope 
well, while the Space of Grace laſt- 
eth; Dum Sp:i'as Spera; ſo may'fſt _ 
thou take Good, and no Hurt, by | 
reading this terrible . 
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Te the Author and Reader of this - 
HISTORY. 


Ome ſcatter'd Parcels of this Stary lay = 
In foreign Leaves, _ had not found aua 
"2-4 N C deen an obvious Pre : 
7 nus 10 collect, had 2 never — 4 
Keader, wou dſt {ee how finnin gainſt the Light 
Will quench and leave the Soul in a fad Nigh: 
Of Diſcontent Come hither then, look ker: 


_Audiearn all ſuch Light-quenching Sins to tear. 


Reader, wou'ditfec the comforr breathing Spirir 
To Grieve, what end!ef Grief it doth dererir ? 


„Come hither then, look hers: 


Bere lee a Soul that all Deſpair; a Man 
AV Hei; 4 Spirit all Weands; Who can 


— A Wounded Spirit dear ? 


1 — 
E. 

* * * . 
- 


Rader, wou'dft fee what you. may never feel, 
Peſpatr,Racks,Tormengs, whips at burning Steel! 
Se hold this Man, this Furnace in whofe Heart 
Sin hath created Hell, Oh, in each part, 

- "What Flames appear 


Hlis Thoughrs all Stings; Words Swords; 


Brimſtone his Breath; 


» a 


His Eyes Flames; Wiſhes Curſes, Life a Death. | 


A thoufnd Deaths live in him, he not dead. 
A dreaching Corpſe in living ſcalding Lead, 


And yer he lives our Monuments to tell, 

Ho black are quenched Lights? 
Quench Joys are double Frights, 
Black Days are double Nights. 

_ Heay'n Tafted, Loft, a double Hell. 

I've callid chee Reader, pray ſo be; 


Lat oriam, | 
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5 N the Year 1348, * 
Floriou, Sun of che Calf! 
was but newly riſen zin 
Europe, in the Days; * 

f the Reign of Edwürd de 4 
Sixth of that Name, King of El, « $0 
in the Territory, and under the , 5 
diction of the City of Nice „ee 


the very Border of /taly, in he Thy: 
of Cs l one Francs: 
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BY A Rela ron ; of the Fea Fearfl 


ſevEe, his Speech grave and compoſed,” 4 
his Countenance ſharp and aultere, eve- 
ry way befitting that Authority where- 
unto he was advanc'd; endow'd with 
oueward Bleſſings of Wife and eleven 
Children, and Wealth in abundance. 
What his worſt Parts were, I have no 
other Warrant than his own Words, 
which if not tainted over much with 
the Bitterneſs of a deſperate Mind, and 
beafmng a3 Countenance rather of Paſſi- 
n, than of ober Confeſſion, may ſeem 
to add a Period to all farther Con men- 
: tiations. 
Was 1 { /aith Le) exccedingly Co- 
vetous of Money, and accordingly ap- 
lied my ſelf to get by Injuſtice, cor- 
ruptig Juſtice by Deceit, inventing 
Tricks to delude Juitice ; good Cau- 
ſes I either defended deceitfully, or 
fold em to the Adverſary perfidiouſty. 
In Cauſes 1 maintain'd with all my 
I wittiagly oppoſed the known 
"Frarh; and che Fruſt committed unto 
. me, 1 obey betrayed or perverted. - 
1 Thus- having worn out Forty Four 
| |. Years,” or thereabouts, and the News of 
| þ the New, or rather yecoly revived Opini- - | 
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repreſented an Object of Novelty unto 
him, who being deſirous to know, as he 
was famous for "Knowledge, fuffer'd not 
theſe wandering Opinions to paſs unex - 
amin'd; but ſearching into the Scrip- 
ture, and into all Books of Controver- 
fies that he could get, both Old and 
New, and finding more than Fame ot 
Opinion, he began to taſte their Na- 
ture fo welt, that he Entertains, Loves, 
and Owns them at lengtii; and with 
fuch Zeal, as he became a Profeitor, - 
yea, a Teacher of them, firſt to vs Wie, 
Children, and Family, and after t6 hi 
Friends, and familiar Acquaintance; nd 
in Compariſon, ſeem'd to ng alt . 
ther Affairs, intending ever tg preis tb 
main Point, That we muſt b Au . 
depend en the free and ES Loss 1 
_— GOD, in the D-ath of CHR, as the * o 
 enly ſure way to Salvation, And chigwas | "4 5 
; ths Sum of all his Diſcourſe, Which con- * 
7 3 rinued for the Space of Si Tears, og 
1 } "hereabours, even fo long as the Fire”. 
n could keep iticlf within private W. by. 
but at leng gth it brake forth n Lows ick 
Meetings, lo as the whole Frovince- 
2 dawned by che Late s 
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Pardans to decay, and their Purgator to 

wax cold, began to beſtir themſelves; 
gloling their Actions, firſt with calum- 
nicus Aſperſions upon the whole Profeſ- 
ſton; then more plainly ſtriking at Sr 
with grievous Accuſations. 

And to effect their Purpoſe, ſome pro- 
miſed Labour, others Favour, ſome Ad- 
vice, others Maintenance; all joyn to 
divide either his Soul from his Body, or 
both from God. 

Now was Jobn Caſa, the Pope's Le- 
gate, reſident at. Venice, being by Birtha 
Florentine, and one that wanted neither 
Malice againſt thoſe of this Way, nor 


Craftineſs to effect his malicious Purpo- 
ſes ; to him theſe Men repair with Out- 


cries againſt Shira, that he was the Man 
that condemned the received Rights of 
the Church, eluded the Eccleſiaſtical 
Power, and ſcandalizedthe Policy there- 


of; one of no mean Rank, being a Man 


of Account and Authority, and thereunto 
Learned in che Scriptures, Elegant in 
Speech, and in one Word, a dangerous 
Lutheran, having alſo may Diucipl;s, 
and therefore not to be Deſpiſed. 

At this began the Legate to caſt his 
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* of Francis Spina. 


lately happen'd in Germany ; where, by 
the Means of oneonly Luther, the Romifh 
Religion had fuffer'd fuch a Blow, as 
that it could neither be Cured by Diſſi- 
I mulation, nor Defended by Power; but 
the Clergy muſt either mend their Man- 
ners, or loſe their Dignities. On the o- 
ther file, when be faw how Propenſe 
; |. the common People, inhabiting in 
J the bordering Country of Italy, were to 
entertain thoſe new Opinions, he now 
thought it no time to Diſpute or Per- 


1 fuade, but with ſpced repairs to the Sc- 
nie, abd Procuees Authority from them 
Ido ſend for Sina. 8 
D by this time, had conſiderd : 

a with himſelf of che Nature of his Cous' 

l rage, how evident and notorious it was, 
| and therefore ſubject to be Envied, by 


fuck as neither liked h Rus Perſon nor Re- F "5 i} 
din. Ie perceived that his Opinions 


1 were neither retired, nor ſpeculative, 
>. buſt ſuch as aimed at the Romiſoꝰ Faction, 
1 3 anda change of Policy. And that u? 
3 Enemies wanted neither Powerpop O-. 
, cCuſion to call him to an Account' in 2 CE 


lick, when he muſt either Apellatzze, 
and ſhumetully give his former Li ta, 
ws Conſcience the Lie, or ane 
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| the utmoſt Malice of his dreadful Fne.- 
' mies, or forſake his Wite, Children, 
Friends, Goods, Authority, yea, his dear 
K Country, and betake himfelf ta 2 fo- 


| # reign People, there to endure a Thou- 
mund Miſecries, that do contmually wait 

4 upon.a voluntary Exile. 

Being thus Diſtracted, and tolfed by 


reſtleſs Waves of Doubt, without Guide 


1 to truſt to, or Heaven to fly to for Suc- 
| & cours, on the ſudden, God's Spirit af- 
| q fitting, he felt a Calm, and began to Diſ- 
coutſe with himſelf in this manner. 
| ; © Why wandereſt thou thus in Uncer- 
| E- © tainties, unhappy Man? Caſt away 
| Fear; put on thy Shield, the Shield 2 
| Faith. Where is thy wonted Courage, 
| why Goodneſs, and Conſtancy? Re- 
member that Chriſt's Glory lies at 
Stake: Suffer thou without Fear, and 
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+ what thou ſhalt Anſwer ; he can beat 
down all Danger; bringthee outof Pri- 
*  * fon; raiſe thee from the Dead. Conſi- 
der Peter in a Dungeon z the Martyrs 
in the Fire. If thou makeſt a: good 
CConfeſſion, thou may'ſt indeed, go ta 

' * Priſon, or Death, but an eternal Re- 
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he will Defend thee; he will tell thee - 


" , *, ward in Haven remains for these. 
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What haſt chou in tlus World compa- | 
rable to eternal Life, to everlaſtin 
+ Happineſs? If thou doft otherwile, 
think of the Scandal (common People 
ive by Example, thinking whatever tis 
done, is well-done) fear the loſs of 
Peace and Joy; fear Death, Hell, and 
eternal Wrath. Or, it the Fleſh te fo 
ſtrong as to caiiſe thee to doubt of the 
| he. fly thy Country, get thee away, 
tho' never fo far, rather chan deny the 
Lord of Life. 
Now was Spira in reaſonable Quiet, 
being reſolw'd to yield to thele weighty 
Reaſons. Yet holding it Wiſdom to 
Examine all things, he conſults alſo wich 
Fleſh, and Blood. Thus the Battle doth 


renew, and the Fleſh begins in this nun- 
ner 


* Bc well adviſed; fond Man, conſider 
* Reaton on both ſides, and then Judge. - 
+ How canft thou thus overcome thy 
Sufficiency, as thou neither regardeit 
the Examples of thy Progenuors, nor 
the Judgment of the Whole Shurch? 
Doſt thou not conſider what Miſery 
this thy Raſhneſs will bring e im- 
0 Thou ſhalt loſe all thy Sb 
5 * ſo great Care and * 
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vail ; thou ſhall undergo the molt ex- 
uiſite Torments that Malice it ſelf 
can devile ; thou ſhalt be counted an 
Herecick of all; ; and to-cloſe up all, 
thou ſhalt Die ſhamefully. What 
thinkeſt thou of the loathſome ſtink- 
ing Dungeon, the bloody Axe, or the 
burning Faggot? Are they delight- 
ful? Be wil at length, and keep 

thy Lite and Honour; thou may*ſt 
live to do much Good to Men, as God 
commands thee ; thou may'ſt be an 
Ornament to thy Country, a and put 
caſe, thy Country's Lois would be of 
ſmall Eſteem with thee, wilt thou bring 
thy Friends allo into Dinger? T hou 
haft begotten Children, wilt thou now 
cut their Throats, and inhumanly But- 
cher them, who may intime bring Ho- 
© nour to their Country, Glory to God, 
* Help and Furtherance to his Church ? 
Go to the Læate, weak Man, freely 
* confeſs thy Fault, and weep all theſe 
by Miſcr: es. 


Thus did the Cares of 'his World, 


and the Deccitfulneſs of Riches choak 


the good Seed that was formerly ſown : 
So, as fearing, he faints, and yields un- 
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being thus blinded, be goes to the Le- 
ite at enice, 3 ſalutes him with This 
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Hading for theſe diver: Tears entertain'd 
an Opimn Co Mili ſome Art.cles 0 
Faith contrary to the Orthodox, and re- 
ceidd Fudgment of the Church, and utter'd, 
1:ny things againſt the Authority of 'be 
Chirchof Rome, and the univerſal Biſhop; 
I lumbly actuotoledęge my Fault and Er- 
rr, and my Folly in riſing others ; J 
the refore yield my ſelf in all Obedience to 

be ſupreme Biſhop of the Church of Rome, 
never to depart ag ain fi om the Traditions 
and Decrees of the hely See; I am veartily 
ſarry for what is paſt, and humbly beg 


Pardon for jo great an Offence. 


The Lezate perceiving Spira to faint, 


he purſues to the utmoit ; he cauſes a 


Recitation of all his Exrots to be drawn. 
in Writing, together with the Confeſſi · 
on annexed to it, and commands Spi irs 
to ſubſcribe his Name thereto, Wh 

accordingly he did; then the Legat 
commands him to return to his own 
Lan, and there to declare this Confe!- - 
fie = his and ro — whele - $- 
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» Whither goekk thou? Haſt choik, un- 
* happy Mas, given thy Hang VV gaue 
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Doctrine of the Church of Rome to de 
Holy and True, and to abjure the Opi- 
nions of Luther, and other ſuch Teac h- 


_ ers, as Falſe and Heret:ical. 


Man knows not the Beginning of Sin, 
but who bounds the I ſutes thereof ?] 

Spira having once loft Footing, goes 
down amain, he cannot ſay >. Nor gain 
lay the Legate, but promiſeth to accom- 
pliſh his whole Will and Pleaſure. He 
oon addreſſeth himſclt for his Fourney, 
and being onward. in the Way, berhinks 
himſelf of the large Spoils he had 
brought away, from the Conflict wick 
the Legate; what glorious ace 
be had given of his great Faith an- 
Conſtancy in Chriſt's Cauſe, and to be 
r how impiouſly he had deny'd 
- Chriſt and his Goſpel at Venice; N and 
what ke promis'd to. do farther in his 
oon Country. And thus partly with 
Fear, and partly with Shame, being 
Confounded, he thought he heard a 
Voice ſpeaking unto him in chis man- 
ner: "PID 

0 Spiza ! What doekk thou herg,? 
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: thou doſt not Seal it in thine own, ; 
: Country. Doſt thou, indeed, think 
I _ © eternal Life to mean, 1s that thou pre- 

| *© ferreft this preſent Life before it ? 
» | * Doſt thou well in preferring Wife and 

Children before Chrift ? Is the Win- 

2 Ay Applauſe of the People better, in- 
5 f 
4 B eic — | i 10 
e KI . Frente | 3 


* deed, than the Glory of God ? 2 Pas + f 
che Profeſſion of this World% Good, 
* more dear to thee than the 8 « 
of thine own Soul? Is the {mall ae 
* of a Moment of Time, mote 
ble than eternal Wrath is dreadful? © 1 
* Think with thy ſelf, what Ehiilt: tie 47 
* endure for thy fake, it not Sc! 5 
7 chou ſhould'iſt ſuffer ſomewhat or 
bim? Remember; Man, that the Sal- 
2 preſent Lie, are not 
2 comparable to the Glory char al be. ; 
4 2 . IE thou . No . th 
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"I Malt alſo Reign with him, Thou 
canſt not Anſwer or what thou haſt 
already done, nevertheleſs the Gate 


of Mercy is not quite ſhur. Take 
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heed that thou heapeſt not Sin upon 


* Bin, left thou Repent when it be too 


late. 


No was. Spira in the Wilderneſs of 
Doubt, not Lrowing which Way to 
turn him, nor what to do; yet being 
arriv'd in his own Country, and among 
his Friends, confidering what he had 
done, and what he had farther promis'd 
to do; and how the Terror of God on 
the one ſide, and the Terror of this 
World on the other, did continually 
Rack him; and therefore he deſired 
their, Advice in ſo doubtful a Caſe. His 
Friends, upon {mall Deliberation, an- 
nd, That it was requiſite he ſhould 
| cake. heed that he did not in any wiſe 


# betra his Wife and Children, and all 


*riends into Danger; ſeeing, that 
by ſo ſmall a Matter as the reciting, of 
a little Schedule, which might be done 
in leſs Space than half an Hour, he 


mighe both free himſelf from L 
8 err, and preierve many 
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pend upon him; adding moreover, that 
he could get no Credit in relenting 


from that which he had already in the 9 


greateſt part, form'd before the Legate 


at Venice; and that in the perfect Ac- 


compliſhing thereof, little or no Diſ- 
credit could ariſe, more than what by thæ 
former Action he had already fuſtain*d, * 
On the other Side, it he did not reefs 
his Promiſe to the Legate, he could nei- 
ther diſcharge himſelf of the Shame 
which he had already mcur'd, nor a- 
void far more heavy and” infupportible- 


Injuries, than probably he eue have g 
endur'd, if he had perſiſted — 4 


in his Ae Opinions. 


This was the laſt Blow of the Battle, 
and Spira utterly overcome, goes to che 


Prator, and proffers to perform his Pro- 
miſe inade to the Legale, who, in the 
mean time, had taken order to be 


all things ready, and had ſent the Inſtru- 


ment of Abjuration Signed by Spiraz to | 
the Prator, by the Hands of a certain 5 


Prieft. - - 
All that Night che mitzeble 1 
wears out with reſtleſs Cares, wi 


. any Minute of Reſt; the next Moming 
5 * come, he gets a, and band, ers 
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8 deſperately enters into the 8 
. where Maſs being fini- 
med, in the preſence of Friends and E- 
4 and of the whole Aſſembly, be- 

Eſtimation, near Two Thouſand 


% 2 yea, and of Heaven it ſelf, he 


recites that infamous Abjuration Word 
= Word, as it was written. It being 
# 3g he was Fined at Thirty Pieces of 
Gold, which he prefently paid; Five 
_ whereof wete given to the Prici? that 


2 # brought the Muration, che other Five- 


and- Twenty were employ'd towards 


. J the making of a Shrize to put the Eu- 


: "© Thou wicked Wretch, thou haſt 
Denied me, thou haſt Renounced the 
Covenant of thy Obedience; thou 


cbariſt in. Then was he ſent Home, 
and reſtored to his Dignities, Goods, 
© Wike, and Children. No ſooner was 
de departed, but he though he heard a 
33 Voice faying to him ; 


{+ haſt broken thy Vow, hence Apoſtate, 


Hear with thee, rhe Sentence of _— 


5 eternal Damnation 


Tremblin and quaking i in Body and 
* Mi * ſe down in a SWOOn : Relief 
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was at hand for the Body, but from that 
time forward, he never found any Peace 
or Eaſe of Mind, by continuing in un- 
ceſſant Torments, he proteſted that he 
was Captivated imder the revenging 
Hand of the great God; that he heard 
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ther Hor x for 3 nor Crit 5 , 
{ A with God the Father in R 2 

I behalf, Thus was his Fault ever bea, * | 
| cn his Heart, and his Judge, Lad | 
before his Eyes. SY 
| _ Now an ſome af his Fries t 
| repent, too late, of their Rath Count ß, 
others, not looking ſo high as che jult - * 
Judgment of God, , lolalighe Pharm: 3 
his” melancholy Conſtiratlags*0#0 - - 5 
2 th Judgment. * 's 
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him a kind of Madnefs EY ry one Cen 
ſur'd as his Fancy led him; yet for Re- 
medy all agreed in this, Lo ute both the 
wholeſome Help of Phyſicians, and the 
pious Advice of Divines ; and there- 
for2 thought it fit to convey lum to Va- 


dua, an Univerſity of Note, where plen- 
ty of all manner of Means was to be 


had. 


This the accordingly did, both with 


his Wife, Children, and whole F *amily z 


others alſo of his Friends 1 


him : And being arrived at the Hou 

of one Fames Arden, in St. Leonard's Pa- 
riſh, they ſent for Three eminent Phy- 
ficians, who upon due Obtervation of 
the Effects, and of other Symptoms of 


his Diſeaſe, and ſome private Confe- 


rence one with another amongſt them- 
telves, return'd this Anfwer: That 
they could not -diicern that his Body 
was afflitec with any Danger, or Di- 
ſtemper originally from it ſelf, by rea- 


ſon ot the over-ruling of any Humour 
but that chis Malady of his, did ariſe 


from ſome Griet or Paſſion of the Mind, 


which _ over-burder'd, did fa op- 
preſs the 

i Woe: ſtirr'd up many il} Humours; - 
| ne . 


pirits, as they wanted free 
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8 whereof the Body of Man is full ; and 
theſe aſcending up into the Brain, trou- 
bled the Faney, ſhadowed the Seat of 

Judgment, and fo corrupted it. This 
was the State of his Diſeaſe, * and that 
outward Part that was viſible to the Eye 
of Nature; this they endeavour'd to re- 
form by Purgation, either to conſume, 
or at leaſt vert the Courſe of thoſe 
Humours from the Bram: But all 
their Skill effected nothing; which made 
Spira lay, 

* Alas, poor Men! how far wide are 

* you? Do you think, that this Dif- 

© eaſe is to be cured by Potions? Be- 

3 < lieve me, there muſt be another man- 

ner of Medicine; it is neither Plaiſter, 

nor Drugs, that can help a fainting 

Soul, caſt down with Senſe of 

* Sin, and Wrath of God; tis only 

« Chriſt that muſt be the 3 and 

* the Goſpel the Soul's Antidote. 

The Phyſicians eaſily believed him; 
alter they had underſtood the whole : © 
Truth of the matter, and therefore. they - * 
wiſhed him to ſeek ſome {piricual Com- 
fort. e 

2 & time, the Fame of this Man 

mo all over Padua, and. the 


gh F 
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neighbouring Country z partly, becauſe 
as the Diſeaſe, fo * Occaſion was par- 
ticularly Remarkable : For chis was 
not done in a Corner, ſo as Daily there 
came Multitudes of all forts to fee him ; 
ſome cut of Curioſity, only to ſee and 
Diſcourſe ; ſome out of a pious Deſire 
to try all Means that might reduce him 
to Comfort again ; or at leaſt, to Bene- 
fit themſelves by a Spectacle of Mijery, 
and of the Juſtice of God. Amongſt 
theſe Paulus Vergerius, Biſhop of Fuſtine- 
tolus, and Mattbæus Gribauldus, deſerve 
eſpecially to be named, as the moſt prin- 
cipal Labourers for this Man's Comfort. 
They find him now about Fifty Years of 
# 2 neither affected wich the Dotage 
3 Old Age, nor with the unconſtant 
& Head-ſtrong Paſſion of Youth, but in the 
Strength of his Experience and Judg- 
ment; Ina — 42 at, calling exceſ- 
ſively tor Drink, yet his Underftand- 
ung active, quick of Apprehenſion, wit- 
ty in Diicourſe, above his ordinary man- 
ner, and judiciouily Oppoſite. His 
Friends labour'd with him by all fair 
Means to receive Nouriſhment, which 
he obſtinately gain - ſaying, they forci- 
bly infuſed forme liquid Suftenance ech : 
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* Mouth (moſt of which he ſpir out a- 
gain, exceedingly chafing) and in this 
trerting Mood = his ſaid. 

As it is true, that all things work for 
* the beſt, to thoſe that love God, fo 
© to the Wicked all are contrary: . For 
+ whereas a plentitul Offspring is the 
+ Bleffing of God, and his Reward, be- 
* ing a Stay to the weak Eſtate of their 
aged Parents, to me they are a Curſe 
ol Birrerneſs and Vexation; they do 
ſtrive to make me tire out this, 1 
* would fain be at an end. O that 1 
* were gone from hence! that ſome Bo- 
© dy would let out this weary. Sou! 
; His Friends fluted ham” and ; 
him, What he conceived to be the 
Cauſe of his Diſeaſe? At which he | 
broke out into a lamentable Diſcourſe 7 
of the Paſſages formerly lated, nd 
that with ſuch paſſionate Elocutioa, R 7 
cauſed many to Wecp, and moſt to 
Tremblc. They contrarily to Comfert 
him, propounded many of God's Hto- 
mies recorded in the Scripture, and ma- 
ny Examples of God's Mercy. | 

Mx Sin ſaith he) 15 3 Han the 
Marc) 4 855 3 "25 (8 
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Nay, (anſwer'd they) the Mercy of 
Gad is above all Sn, God would have 
all Men to be Saved. | 
's true, (quoth he) He would have 
all that he hath Hlected to be Save; he 
won d not bave damn'd Reprobates to be ſa- 
ved: Tam one of that Number, I know it; 
for T willingly, aud againſt my Knowledge, 


and will not ſuffer me to Hope. 
. | After ſome Silence, one afk*d him, 
Whether he did not believe that Doctrine 
to be true, for which he was Accus'd be- 
fore the Legate“ He antwer'd, I did Be- 
live it, when I Deny d it; but noco ] nci- 
ther Belleve that, ner the Doctrine of the 
Romiſh Church: I Believe nothing, I have 
un Faith, na Truſt, uo Hope. I am à Re- 
probate, like Cain, or Judas, who caſting 
away aii Hape of Mercy fell into Diſpair; 
aud my Friends do me great Wrong, that 


Unbelievers, as T juſtly deſerve. 


him; requiring and charging him, that 
in any wilc he did not violate the Mer- 


ih 2 * 


3 5 5 — 15 — 
420 A Relation of the Fearful 


denied Chriſt, and 71 jeel that he Harden, 


they fuffer me no! to go to the Place of 
Here they began ſharply to Rebuke 


cy of God. To which he anſwer d, 
*' The Mercy of God is exceeding large, and 
\,/ exterid; to all the Elect, but not ta me, ar. 
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© Eftate of Francis Spira, _-21 
any 25 to me, ho are ſealed up to I; rath, 
T tell you Fdeferne i:; my own Conſcience 
Condemns me, what needs anyother Fudge? 
Chrift came ( /ay they) to rake away 


Sin, Rom. 2. 5. Andcalling for a Book, 
they read unto him the Paſſion of Chriſt, 


and coming to his Nailing to the Croſs, 
Spira faid, This indeed is Comfortable to 
ſuch a; are Elefted; but as fi me, 


Wretch, they ar? 79 but Grief and 
Torment, becauſe I contemu'd them. 


Thus roaring for Griet, and rolling 
Bed as he lay, 


himfelf up and down the 
he intreated them to Read no more. 

As Gribauldus was coining ta fee him, 
Vergerius (aid to Spira, Dear Sir, here 
is Dr. Gribauld4s, a Godly and Faithful 
Friend of yours, come to {ee you. Fle 
is Welcome, ſaid be, but he ſhall find 


me III. Gribauldus on, Sir, this is * 
vil, who doth - , 


but an IIluſion of the 
what he can to Vex you; but turn you 


to God with your whole Hęärt, and he 
is ready to ſhew yo Mercy z, he Lord 


you know is full of Mercy, "Is be chat 


hath frid, That zs often as. 4 W Pall. 
repent of his Sin, be wall reniember Ins * 
ab mfc. Confider this in che Exam 
of o rf, that was Chriſt's ar” an 
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of Devils which take up their W 


22 A Relation of the Fearful 
Apoſtle, who. Denied him Thrice, and ne 


for all that, did not God gratiouſly Re- 


ſpect him in the laſt Minute of his Life ? 
is the Lord's Hand now ortned, that 
it cannot ſave? 

To this Spira anſwer'd, : If Peter 
© Grieved and Repented, it was, becauſe 


< Chriſt beheld him with a merciſul 


Eye, and in that he was Pardon'd; it 
* was not becauſe he Wept, but be- 
* cauſe God was gracious to him. But 
God relpects not me, and therefore 
« Fam? Reprobate. I feel no Comfort 
can enter into my Heart ; there's only 


place there for Torments and Vex- . 


ings of Spirit; I tell you, my Caſe is 


C properly mine own; no Man was c- 


ver In the like Condition, and there- 
fore my State is frarful. 


Then roaring out in the Bitterneſs of 
his Spirit, ſaid, It @ fearful thing to fall 


into the Hands of the Living God The 
Violence of his Paſſion, and Action ſuit- 


able, did amaze many of the Behold- 


ers; inſomuch as ſome of them aud, 


with whiſpering Voices, that he was 


Poſſeſs d. He over-hearing it, {aid, Do 
n 
ling. ® 


you doubt it? I have a whole 
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in me, and potts me as their own ; 
and juſtly too, for I have denied Chriſt. 
Did you it willingly, or n, ſaid | 
That's nothing to the purpoſe, ( ſaid 
Stira) Chriſt faith, Whoſoever denies 
Me before Men, him will deny before 
my Father which is in Heaven, Chriſt 
Will not be denied, no not ina Word; ; 
30 cherefore it is enough, though in 
Heart I never denied him. 
They obſerving his Diſtemper ariſe 
from the Senſe and Horror of the Pains 
of Hell, aſk'd him, If he thought there 
were worſe. Pains than what he endur'd 
for the preient ? He ſaid, That he knew__ 
there were far worſe Pains than thoſe 
. then ſuffer' d; For the Wicked ſhall rife 
their Judgment, but they hall not ſtand 
in » Judgment, Pfal. 1. This I tremble to 
think f; yet Ida deſire nothing more than 
that I might come to that Place. where 


I may be fure to feel the worſt, und to be : | 


freed from Fear of Worſe ta i. 
Ay, but you are to Conſider { ſaid 
16.) that thoſe Opinions, tor whcch - 
yoa were accusd before the E of : 
were Impious, and therefore you hos. © 
to think. you denied Chrift, - bur Tather FE. 


Ng Eg 


& 
2 
3 
** 


wy 


5 
* * 
4 
L ' 
1 8 
* 7 
2 Cs 
4 g 
4 
" 
Fl 


PP? 7 ID * 
ws Gy ; 1 SY M21 
- 
£ 
- - 


the Int Allible Truth af the Catholick 


Church. Truly, /aid he, when I did 


deny thoſe Opinions, I did think them 


to be true, and yer I did deny them. 


Go now then, /aid others, ahd Believe 


| that they are true. Now I cannot { /a:th 
ye) God will not ſuffer me to Believe 


them, nor Truft in his Mercy; What 
would yon have me to do? I would 
fain attain to this Power, but cannot, 


tho* I ſhould preſentiy be Burn'd for 


tt, But, why do you ( /aid /he other) 


eſteem this ſo great a Sin, when as the 
learned Legate conſtrained you to it; 
which furely he would not have done 
if your former Opinions be not Erro- 
nious? No, good Francis, the Devil 
belets thee ; let not the Grievouſneſs of 
any Sin (if any ſuch be) amaze thee. 
You ſay right, (faid Spira) the Devil 


hath poſſeſ#d me, and God hath left 


me to 11 Power; for I find I can nei- 
ther Believe the Goſpel, nor. Truſt in 


God's Mercy; I have ſinned againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, and God by his immuta- 


ble Decree hath bond me over 10 
2 Puniſhment, without any 
opes of Pardon. It's true, that the 
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of thern, bind not God's Mercy ; all 
thoſe Sins that in the former part of 
my Life I have committed, om did - 
not fo much Trouble me; for I truſt. 
ed God would not lay them to my 
Charge: Now, having Sinned againſt 


the Holy Ghoſt, God hath taken away. X 


from ine all Power of Repentance, and 
brings all my Sins to Remembrance; 
and Guilty of One, Guilty of All. And 
racrefore it is no matter whether my . 
Sins be greac or ſmall, few or many; 3 
they be fuch as Chriſt's. Blood, nor 
God's Mercy belongs not to me. God 
will hade Mercy on whom he will have 
Mercy, and whom bc wil be Hardneth, * 
This is it that gnaws my 


hath Hardned me; and I find that wo © 4 


daily more and more doth Harden me 
and therefore I am cut of Hope; I tell 


you, there was never ſuch a Monſter as 


Lam; never was any Man alive, ſueh a 


Spectacle of exceeding Mliſery. IJ know AF 


that Juſtification is to be expected by” 
Chriſt, and I denied and ab 
the end I might keep 8 
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this Life is to me! and God only knows | 
what ſhall become of this my Family; 
but ſure no Good is like to betide i ; 
ut Worſe and Worſe, and ſuch a Ruin 
agen, as One Stone ſhal not be left 
another, 
But why ſhould you (fa id Gridauldui) | 
conceit {5 deeply of your Sin, ſeeing 
you cannot but Know, that many have 
Denied Chriſty, yet never fell into De- 
Jpair ? 
Well, (ſaid he) I can ſee no Gro of 
Comfort | fer ſuch; neither can T warrant 
them from God's revenging Hand, or that | . 
be will yet ſuffer ſuch to be in Peace ; k ans | 
beſides, there will a Time of Danger come, 
and they fhall he thoroughly Tried; and if 
it rvere ht fo, yet God is Juſt in making me 
an Example to others, and I cannot juſtly 
4 Complain; there is no Puniſhment ſo great 
' . but I have deſerved it, for this fo heinous 
© Offence: Tafjure you, it is no ſmall matter 
#o Deny Chriſt, and yet it is more ordinary 
than commonly Men do conceive of 3 I. 
is not a. Denial made before a Ma Lrate, 
an it is uub me; for as oft as a C 
2 Difſemble the known 7 ay as teu as 
e approves of Falſe Worſhip, by Ireſenting 
TY i; fo often as * Joel Fea 
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:-orthy of bis C alling, fo often be Denies 
Chriſt. This did J, and therefore am 


Your Eft: {quorh Grivauldus) is not 
ſo ftrange as you make it. Fob was ſo 
far gone, that he complained God had 
tt him as a Mark againſt him; and 
David that was a Mun after God's own 
tleart, complained often that God had 
/ortaken him, and was become his Ene- 
my; yet both received Comfort again. 

Comfort your ſelf, therefore, God 
will come at length, though he ſeem a- 
far off, 

O Brother (anſwer'd Spira) 1 Believe 2 
all this; the Devils Beheve and Trem-. 


le: But David was ever Elected, and - 


dearly beloved of God, and though he 
fell, yet God took not utterly away his 
Holy Spirit, and therefore was heard 
when he prayed, Lord tate not thy Holy 
Spirit from me! But I am in another 


Cuaſez _ ever Accurſed from te | 
Preſenc of God; neither can be gd as 


he did, becauſe his Holy Spit is. quite 0 
gone, And cannot be recalPd, Achere - as 
fore I Frow 1 ſhall live i 7 ks oe 
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Love of God to me, though but for one 
ſmall Moment, as I row tecl his heavy 
Wrath, that burns like Torments ot 
Hell within me, and afflicts my Con- 
'cience with Pangs unutterable, Yenly 


Deſperation is Hell it ſelf! 
Here Gribauldus faid, I do verily be- 
|  heve, Spira, that God having fo Sau 
 *ly Chaſtifed you in this Life, Correct- 

eth you in Mercy here; that he may 


ſpare you hereafter, and that he hath 
Mercy fealed up for you in Time to 
Come. 

Nay, faid Spira, hence do I know that 
obate, becauſe he afflicteth 


my Body had fſuſfeted all my Life lon 
fo” that he would be pleas'd to rel 


* my Soul, and eaſe my Conſcience, this 


burthen'd Conſcience 
Gribauldus being willing to eaſe his 


Mind from the continual Meditation of 
his Sins; as alſo to ſound how for the 


preſent he ſtood affected to the Rami/þ 


 - Clurch, aſk'd him whit he thought be- 
dame of the Souls of Men, fo oon as 
they , departed our of the Toe To 
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I this be not ſo fully . 
ed in Scripture, yet I verily believe that | 
the Souls of the Elect go preſently ro - 4 ; 
the Kingdom of Glory, and not that 
tney Sleep in the Body, as fome do 
* 

Very well, (ſaid one of the Specta- Fe 
tors) why do the Scriptures then ay, 
x Sam, 5. 9. that God brings down” to 
Hell, and rajſeth up, ſceing it cannot be 
meant of the State of the Soul after Y 

Death, which as thou ſay'ſt, either 8 uh 
ech to Heaven without Change, or 0 
Hell wichout Redemption, it muſt. be” 
underſtood of the State of the Soul in | 
this Life, Ike that wherein thou art at 
this preſent; and oſten times we fre © 
that God ſuffers Men to fall into he 
Jaws of Dzſpair, and yet raiſeth them 4 i 
up again; and therefore Deſpajis not, 4 
but Hope; it hall be even this ai ; 
thee; m his 800d tine... 

This is the Work, (Hoch Nr hes. 

is the Labour? For I rH you, when &f 

at Feaice dic firſt abyure my; Prot 

„ and ib, as d wee, drew an” eure, 

E 4 the. Spirit of God oſten admpfithetd, me; © 'B 

| anÞwhen at Citadella, Edid; dee, 1 

8 85 -Seal, the = Ao of God often 
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Su ggeſted to me, Do mot Write, Spira ! 
De vet Seal! Yer reſiſted I the Holy 


Fg 5 and did both; and at that very 

eſent, I did evidently feel a Wound 

u my very Will; fo altho' I can fay, 
1 would Believe, yet I cannot ſay, I will 
Believe. God hach denied me the 
Power of Will, and it befalls me in this 
© wy State, ee one that is faſt in I- 
rons, and his Friends coming to fee 
- kim, do pity his State, and perſuade 
Kim wo. ſhake off bis Fetters, and come 
þ. 1 his Bomds, which, God knows, 
© be would fain do, but cannot, This 
di my very caſe 4 you perſuade me to 
Believe, how fiin would I do it, but 
FS poo. O now I cannot! | 
55 hen violently graſping his Hands | 

* e himſelf ups "age? Z $1 
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l (faith he) I am Strong, yet 
by little and little 1 Decay and Con- 
ſume; and my Servants would fain pre- 
ſerve this weary Life, but at length the 
Will of God muſt be done, and I hall 
periſh miſerably, as I deſerve. Rejoice | 
© Righteous in the Lord, biete are. 
you whoſe Hearts the Lord hath molli- 
ned. -- * 

Then after ſome Pau, he went . 
! earneſtly deſire tc pray to God with 
my Heart, yet Icannot; I fee my Dm. 
nation, and I know my Remedy is 1 

in Chriſt, yet I cannot fer my ſelf 0 
tice hold on it. Such are the Punih- 
ments of the Damned, they repent © 
their Loſs of Heaven, they canmgk 3 
tneir Ways. 


Abe was thus ſpeaking, heobſeryt 3 
* came * ume — by 
or” lind 
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: lighted on In Babold, fiid he, woo 
d at Belzebub comes to his Banquet; g 


ſhall ſhortly ſee my ud; and in me, an 
Example to many. of * the Juſtice and 
Judęment of God. 

About this Time came in Two Bi- 
ſhops (with divers Scholars of the Uni- 
verſity) one Of chem Paulus Vergerius, 
having obſerv*d & ira more than any o- 
ther, being continually y Caonverſent with 

bim, told bim, That his State was ſuch, 
-as rather ſtood in need of Prayer than 
Advice; and therefore deſir' d him to 
Pray with lum in the Lord's Prayer: 
Fpir2 conſented, and he began 
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[Qur Father ie art in Hea ven, 


T hen breaking bh into Tears, he 

ſtop' d. but they faid, It is well, your 
"= Gret ef is a good 8 5 

5 N I bewail, /aid be, my Miſery, for I 
px cerve I am forſaken of God, and can- 
- -not call to him from my Heart, as I was 
wont to do. 

Tet let us go on, Hid Vergerius. 


LT kingdom cane. 
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0 Lord, ſaid 85 ira, bring me'alſo 5 
into this Kingdom . The ſecch Thee ſhut - 


me not Out. 
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© e Us "hi: Day our daily Bread. 
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O Lord, added he, Ihe enough, and | 
abu ndance to feed this Carcaſe of mine, 
but there is another Bread; I hutably 
be 1. the Bread of thy Grace, without 


hich, I know 1 am but a dead Man. = 75 
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Lead us meg ile Templation,) 
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Seeing, Lord, chat I am be 
into Temptation, help me, Lord, that 
I may eſcape; the e hath over- 
come, help me, I beſeech thee,. to Over. 
come this cruel Tyrank, . «©: OY 


Theſe things he ſpake with a mouth- "+ 4 
ful Voice, the Tears trückling down a- 
bandantly; and expreifingy * BY A 
ction and 1 *1S turn the Bowels 1 
of thoſe there preſent wir. Sock and. 
Compunction. | £2 

They then turning Wire, 1d, 
KNOW that none can 3 1 
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maſt cheretore think of your ſelf, ic- 
cording to their ſoft Affection, which 
you expreſs in your Prayers; infer- 
"= thereby, that God hath not wholl 7 
caſt you off, or bereaved you of his 
Spirit utterly. 
I perceive (faid Sp) that I call to 
him to my eternal Lamm. tion ; for I tell 
ou ag: nu, it is. a new and unheard of 
Bo xampla, t. © yOu find in me. 
It Judas, mich the y, had but out- lived 
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E: dis Day s, which by Nate he might | 
de. have done, he might have Repent ed, 
*. -and Churitt would have rccerved. him ro i 
* Mercy, and yet he Sinned moſt grie- 
vouſly againſt his Maſter, which did io 
eſteem him, as to Honour him iti the 

„ Dignity of an Apoſtle, and did main- 

5 tak ancl ed hin L. 


He ant d, Chriſt did atfo Feed and 
Honour me, neither yet is my Fault one 
pt leſs than that of hi, becauſe it is no 
more Honour to be perionally preſent 
with Chrift un the Piehl, than to be in 
| his Prefence by Tilkumination of lis H 
Sh Beſics, I deny that ever Judas 
| | could have Repented how long - {6ever 
| he had y'd ; for Grace was quite taker. 
from him, as it is now with me. 
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_ Conſcience, being the very pre, 
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0 Spira, aid they, you know you 
are in a Spiritual Deſertion, you mult 
therefore not belive what Satan ſug- 
geſts z he was ever a Liar from the Be- 
ginner, and a meer Impoſtor, and will 
caſt a Thouſand Lying Fancies into your 
Mind, to beguile you withal; you muſt 
rather believe choſe whom you judge 
to be in a good State, and more able to 
diſcern of you than your ſelf: Believe 
us, and we tell you, That God will be 

merctful unto yOu, | 

There is the Knot (fad Spira) 
a * could Belicve, but I cannot, 

Then he began to recxon up what 
fe wie Dre.imas and Viſions he was con- 18 
tinually troubled withal ; that he faw * % 
the Devils come docking into the 
Chamber and about his Bed, Terrifying 
him with ſtrange Noiſes; that thoſe: 
viere nat Fancies, but that he knew 
them as really as che Standers by. And 
that beſides theſe outward. Terrors, he 
felt continually a racking Torture in his 
Mind, and a continual Burchery of his 


of the Damned e in 
Caſt away t 
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Ble your felt in che Preſence of God, and 
praiſe him, 

* Fhe Dead praite not the Lord, 
(anſwer'd he) nor they that go down 
into che Pit. We that are drowned in 
Deſpair, are dead, and already gone 
down into the Pit: What Hell can be 
worſe than Deſperation, or what greater 
Puniſhment? The gnawing Worm, 
* unquenchable Fire, Horror, Contuſi- 
on, and (which is worſe _ all) 
Deſperation it ſelf, continually tor- 
© ments me; and now 1 count my pre 
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ſent State worſc rhan it my Soul fepa- 
rated from my Body, were with Judas, 
and the reſt of the Damned, and there- 

fore now deſire rather to be chere, than 

to live in the Body. | 

One being preſent, repeated certain 
Words of the Palms, IF thy Children 
forſake the Law, and W alk 5 in my 
Fudgments, I will viſit their Tranſ- 
* greſions with Rods, and their Iniquity 
with Stripes; nevertheleſs my loving 
Kii:dntfs TI will not utter iy take from 


: them, nor juffer my Faithſulneſs to fail. 


Mark this, O Spira, My Covenant 1 


. will not break, 


Theſe 
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5 Bleſſed be God, (faid Vergerms) 
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| Theſe Promiſes (faid. Stirs). die Fg 
only to the Elect, which if Tempted, - 
may fall into Sin, but are again lifted un, 
nd recover? d out, as the. Prophet faith 5 
TH be fall, be ſhall not be utterly caſt 
down 5 for Tord upholdeth bim; there- 
tore Peter could riſe, for he was Ekected; 
but the Reprobates when they 25 cannot 
riſe again, as appcars in Cain, Saul, and 
Judas. God deals one way wich the Elect, 
and another with che Repro bate. l 
The next Day he Prayed with chem 
"1 the Lalin Tongue, and that with eõ«õ 
ent Affection, as ourwardly appear- 


theſe are no Signs of Eternal Reproba- ; 
tion, you muſt not O Spira, ſeek o. 
the ſecret Counſels of God's Election 
and Reprobation; for no Man can 
* ow, ſo long as he lives, whether by 

is good or bad Deeds, he be worthy of 
. Love or Anger. Do you not 
kgow, that the Prophet David- com- 4 
-iained, that God bag caft off his Si, 

* I know all this, quoth Fpars, I know 7 

the Mercies of God are infinitt, and. 
* do ſurpaſs the Sins of the Whole 
World, and chat: they e effectual 
* to all that believes but chis * 
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= f this Hope is the Gift of God: 
* © that he would give it me! But 
* It 15 as impoſſible, as to drink up the 
* 


Sea at a Draught: As for that of 
Solomon, if he had ever taſted that 
which I feel by woetu! Experience, 
* he would never have ſpoken as he 
did; but the Truth is, never had: 
Nora Man fuch an evident Expe- 
we God's Anger and Hen 
k. * againſt him as I have. You that 


are in a good State, think Repen- 
tance and Faith to be a work of great 
Facility: And therefore you think 
it an eaſy matrer to perſuade Men to 
believe; The Whole nerd not the 
3s Phylician ; z and he that is Well, can 
© ſoon give Counſel to ſuch as arc III; 
bur this is the Hell ta we; my Heart 
is hardned, I cannot believe; many 
are called, but few are choſen. 
- Upon what Ground (aid they) do 
- you conceive ſo ill an Opinion of your 
blk 
Io once did know God to be my 
de Father, not only hy Creation, but by 
Regeneration; I knew him by his 
beloved Son, the Author and Fintſh- 
er of our Salvation; I could pray to 
Oo... | > . bim s 
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um and Hope for Pardon of Sin from 
* him, TI had a Taſte of his Sweetnels, 
Peace and Comfort; now contrarily, I 
know God not as a Father, but as 
an Enemy: What more? My Heart 
hates God, and ſeeks to get above 
* him, I have nothing elſe to fly to, 
but Terror and Deſpair. 

Belike you think, then (ſaid they) 
that thoſe that have the Earneſt and 
lirſt Fruits of God's Spirit, may, not- 
w ihſtanding fall away. 

The Judgments of God are a deep 

Ahyis, ſaid he, we are ſoon Drown» 
* cd if we enter into them; he that. 
* thinketh he ftandeth, let him tabs 
* heed left he fall; as for my ſelf 1 
* know I am fallen back, _ wat 1 
© once did know the Truth, though x 
, my not be ſo thoroughly; I Kno Te, 
* rot what to fay, but that I am ene 3 
6 & that Number which Gal hack 
threatned to tear in Pieces. 

Say not fo, anſwer'd they; ke God. 
may come, though & the laft Hour; 
keep hold therefore ar Ine Lat * 
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me of Hope : this brings Terror to 
* my Mind, and pines this Body which 
* now is ſo Weak, as it cannot per- 

form the teveral Offices thereof: 
For as the EHect have the Spirit teſ- 
* nitying that they are the Sens of 

od; ſo the Reprobates, even while 
* they do live, do often feel a Worm 
nin their Conſcience, whereby they 
are condemned already: And there- 
 * fore as I perceived this Wound in- 
* flited on my Mind and Will, I knew 
* that I wanted the Gifts of Saving 
s Grace, and that I was utterly un- 
© done, God chaſteneth his Children 
* with temporary Afflictions, chat they 
may come as Gold out of the Fire; but 
WW. niſhing the Wicked with Blindneſs 
„ in their Underſtandings, and Hardneſs 


of Heart, and Woe be to ſuch, from 


whom God takes his Holy Spirit. 
Here one Rebuked him, and toll 
him he gave too much credit to Senſe, 
that he was not to believe himſelf, but 
rather him that was in good Eſtate, and 
I teftifie unto you (ſaid he] that God will 
be merciful to you. 

RS Nay, anfwer'd he, 1821 2, Becauſe I 
% am in this * State, therefore can I 
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o NF * believe nothing but what is contra- 
h * ry to my Salvation and Comfort; 
but you that are ſo toon confident 


* of our good Eſtate, look that it 
be true, for it is no ſuch ſmall * 


ly Grounded in the Truth, before 
* he can be able to Affirm ſuch a Mat- 
ter as ye now do; It's not the Per“ 
* formance of a fe formal Duties, 

but a mighty conſtant Labour, with. 
all Intention of Heart and Affection, 
* with full deſire and Endeavour con- 
* tinually, to ſet forth God's Glory, 
there muſt be neither Fear of Lega- 
$ 
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tors, Inquiſitors, Priſons, nor any. 
Death whatſoever : Many think them» 
felves happy, that are not; it is not 


rr 


* ſhall go go Heaven. $7 
| They came another Day, and found * 
T him with his Eyes ſhut, 28 tf he had been 
, Drouzie, and very Loath to Dit = 
courſe; at which time there came 


in alſo a grave Man from FdH, 


who demanded of Spira, if be er 
Nm or not? He lifting up his 
Ak, and not ſuddenſy xemembrangs”s 


* 
*S 


matter to be aſſur d of Sincerity. A K 1 
Man had need be exceeding ſtrong- is 


every one that ſaith, Lord, Lord, tag 
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kin, the Man faid to ham, I am Pref. 
+ byter, Antonio Fontauſie; 1 was with you 
at Venice, ſome eight Weeks ſince, O 
curſed Day, ſaid S ira Oh curfed day! 


* Would to God ] had then died ! 
Aſterwards came in a Prieſt calPd Ber- 
nardius Sardouns bringing with Fim a Book 


& when Spira ſam, ſhaking hi; Head, fad 
4 <0 Fam verily l indeed, tha: 
Ez © God hath left me to the Power of the 
I Devil: Bur ſuch they are, as are not 
= * to be found in your Litany; neither 
will wines be call, out by Spells. 
s 5 rieſt proceeding in his in- 
. Purpoſe, with a ftrange and 
uncooth Geſture, and with a loud Voice, 
+ adjurd the Spirit to come in Spirg's 
Tongue, and to anſwer : Spira deriding 
* his fruitleſs Labour, with a Sigh turned 
from him. 

A Biſhop being there preſent, ſaid to 
* Brother, God hath put Virtue in- 

to the. Word and Sacraments, and we 
7 us d che one Means, and we find nor 
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1 of the Sacraments ? 


. * Oh that I had never gone thither ! 


7 of E::orciſms, to conjure thi: Devil; whom: | 


chat Effect which we defire ; ſhall we ws. 
3 4 r 
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to receive the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
it will prove a Sovereign Medicine os 
your Sick Soul, - 

This I cannot do (anſwer d be) far 
thoſe that have no. Right to the Fan 
ſes, have no Right to the Seals. The © 
Euchariit was appointed only for Belie- 
vers; if we have no Faith, we eat and 
drink Judgment to our felves. I re- To 
ceiv'd it about a Month fince 3 but I 4 
did not well in ſo doing, tor I took it 
by Conſtraint; and fo I took it to my 
deeper 9 

Here Vergerius began to importune 
nim N to beware that he did not 
wilfully reſiſt Grace, and put himſelf 
out of Heaven, charging him vehement 
ly, by all the Love that was between 
- them, by the Love that he bare to his 
Children, yea. to his own Soul, chat he 
would ſet himſelf ſerioufly to return to. . 
that Faith and Hope which once he had. 
in the Death of Chriſt, wich many uch 
like Words: Spira having heard much 
of che ike Matter formerly, and & 


ſomewhat moved, ſaid, You do Bure e. 

Pergerius, What ſhould. I Foam 
Why thould I Believe? God hath kr 
* my Hos me then 2 
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1 I ſhall go; ſhew me a Heaven 


2 ” whereto I ſhall retire. You tell me of 


God's Mercy, when as God hath caſt 
"me of. You tell me of Chriſt's In- 
terceſſion, I have Denied him. You 
Command me to Believe, I fay, I 


r cannot; you bring me no Comfort: 


” your Command is as impoſſible for, 
me. to Obey, as to keep the Mora! 


. n Law. It you ſhould perſuade one to 


Love God with all his Heart, Soul, 


and Strength, ard God gives him no 


4 
E 
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Power, can he perform your Deſire? 
Doth not the Church teach us to 
Sing, Diref# us, O Lora, to keep thy 
Commandments ? Hypocrites ſay, they 
Love God with all their Hearts, but 
they Lye; for my part, I will not 
Lye, but tell you plainly, fuch is my 
Caſe, that though you ſhould never o 
much Iportune me to Hope or Be- 
eve, though I defire it, yet I cannot. 
For God, as a Puniſhment of my Wick- 
edneſs, hath taken away from me all 
„ his ſaving Graces, as Faich, Hope, and 


3 all. I am not the Man therefore that 


„ take me for. Belike you think 1 


4 delight in this State; If I could but 
© ocenve the: n ar of 2 kN 


: n 
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2 State, hereafter, I would not 2 


Fuſe to endure the moſt heavy Weight 
ot the Wrath of that Great G O D, 


vea, for Twenty Thouſand Years, ſo 48 


chat I might at length. attain to the 


1nd of that Miſery, which I now know | bs 
to be Eternal. But I tell you, my 


Will is Wounded. Who longs more 


> Believe than I] do? But all the "I 
round. Work of Hope is gone! —— 
For, if the Teſtimonies of the Holy 


Scriptures be True (as they are cer- 
tainſy. True) is not this as True, Vo- 
ſoever Denies me before Men, him (ſayzys 
Chriſt) will I deny before my Father which 


15 it Heaven © 


Is not this juſtly my Caſe, ( -onti-" 


aue he) as if it had been intended a- 
gainſt this very Perſon of mine? --<- 
And I pray you, What ſhall RE 
of ſuch as Chriſt denieth, | ſeeing, chere 


23 ho other Name under Heaven wy, 
ou look to be Saved? Ge 


What faith Saint Paul. 10 "the Bt 


brows - Tt is inpaſſible fur 2 
. were once Enlightned, ** habe BE 


the Heavenly Gifts, and were Parta ler 


eh cli. if they fl any... 
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8 7 be 1 to Repentance. What can 
2 more plain againſt me? Is not that 
| . Beripture allo, F we Sin Twilfully after u ws 
ra dave received the Knowledge of Trut! 
there remaineth no more Sacrifice for Sin in, 
but a looking for Fudgment, The Scrip- 
ture ſpeaks of me; St. Paul means me; 


St. Peter tells me, II bad been better I 
bad never known the Way of Righteo»/- 
ne, than after I bad known it, to turn 
= from the holy Commandment. It kad been 
better I had not known, and yet then 
my Condemnation had been moſt cer- 
" ain, Do you not ſee evidently that I 
have withully deny'd the known Truth? 
I may juſtly expect, not only Damnati- 
bn, but Worſe, if Worſe may be ima- 
1 gin'd. God will have me undergo the 
jut Puniſhment of my Sin, and make 
me an Example of his Wrath for your 
Sakes. 
The Company preſent admired his 
Diſcourſe, ſo grievouſly Accuſing him- 
2 elf of his fore-paſt Life; fo gravely 
aud wiſcly Debating, concerning the 
KA us of God, that they then were 
7% © Convine's, that it was not Frenzy, or 
+ Madneſs, that had poſſeſs d him; and 
* bee as it were n Adrairation 5 


N * 5 — mx" ex. . me RN. WY oi.” a > 0 
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Sta ute, Spire proceede! again in this 
manner. R oe 
Take heed to yourſelves, it is no 
light or eaſy Matter to be a Chriſti- | 
; ok it is not Baptiſm, or Reading of 
* the Scriptures, or Boaſting of Faich 
in Chriſt, although even theſe are 
good) that can prove on to he an 
Abſohre Chiiftian. You know what 
laid before, there muſt be a Confer» 
 nuty in Life. A "Errftian muſt be 
Strong, Uncong ie, no, carrying 
- in. obſcure Proteſſion, but Reſolũ cw. 
* exprefling the Image of Chriſt, ! 
holding out againſt all O ppoſiti- 45 
ons to the laſt Breath; he mal give 
1 Diligence, by Rightconſneſs, and 
Holinefs, to make Ins Calling" and 
+ FleGtion fure.. Many they are. that © 
i. — at the 1 in the Golpel, 
* 35 if they undeubtedly « id belong to 
them, and yet remain Sluggith and”. 
* Careleſs, and being Flattered dy 8 
* Things of this pre efent World, the 
an their Courſe in Quietnefs and 
rity, as if they were the only KN 
Men, whom neyerthelefs the Lart! 
in his. Providence hath. ordained” Ig 
Eternal . a5 you may ſee in St, 
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45 4 Relation of the Fearful 
++ © Dante's rich Man. Thus it was with 
me, therefore take Heed. | 
Then came one of his Nephews, and el: 
2 offerd him ſome Suſtenance, which E 
3 diſdainfully refuſing, ſo moved the . 
- young Man's Choler, that he charg'd 
him with Hypocriſy and Diſſimulation, W ..- 
ar Frenzy, to whom Spira gravely an- 
fwerd, and ſaid, J my interpret the 
"Afattcr as you ill, but I am fure, Tam 
mt only the Actor, but he Argument and W ::, 
Malter of ihe Tragedy. I would it We're 
nav either feigned or true, for if it 
7 feignd, I couid then 225 it of 9 
| Phaſure, if it were a real! Frenzy, wei ll | 
there Was fome Hope of God's 5 . . 
<chereas now there is nene: For I know Wt: 
L ed bas prongunc'd me an Emmy, and +; 
Sly of Higl- Tres 1 againſt bis Meæjeſt, 
am af  awey as Le of bis Wrath, W » 
3 dard you call it Di⸗ ombling ard Frenzy” Bl: 
Aud can you mock at the for mida ee erg 
. be! beavy Wrath of Gad, that fbouli 
aa v Fear and Terror? But it i natu- 7 
eu Fer tbe Fleſo, either cut of Malice , 
N Her ance, lo ſpeak per very of the Hur, 
The Natural Man diſc eratth ns! 
1 the ED be of Ged, n ea 


* 


Here of Francis ; Spira. 4s | 


b W tow can it be, (H id Gribauidrs) that 
you can thus excellently Diſconrſe of 

CW tlie Judgment of God, and of the Gra- 

be e of his Holy Spirit? What! you 

he had the Want of them, and earneſtly 

"0 WW dchire them, and yet you think yew are 

NW uitcrly depriv' d of them! 

m- Take this for certain, ( ſald he) Fant 

be Hz main Grace of all, and that which is 
lately Neceſſary and God doth many 

time extort moſt true and ſtraxge Teftimo- 

1 of bis Majeſty's Fuſtice and Mercy," |. 

-.1 out of the Mouths of meer Rei * "* 

ur even Judas, after Pc he had betray '# F * 8 

g AI. ler, was conſt rain d to confeſs brs thy 298 | 

. Wd io juſtify the Innacency of Crit, c 38 be. 

109 fre if I do the like, it 45 ns new br. 1 7 

and“ a matter. God bato taten Path” 

eft n ne, and left other common Gi 9 

ath, deeper Condemi ation. By hows! alipeb+. my 

2 ifs more I remember hat I had; wid" = 

% er others» Diſcourſe of what they h,, ] 8 


world WY 6; jo much the more 15 my orment, 2 A. 1 

atu- M7 brow what I wanhand kno: es £4 % 705 MR , 

ce 0 #7 ay 7% be ere #36 5 bf 7. oY 
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| I | Damned Wi ghis in Hell endure not 
1% the like Miſery : 3 that his State was worſe * 
than that of Cain, or Judas, and — pre 
tore he deſir'd to Die. 
Zet bebold (ſaid he) the Scriptures are 
accomplifhd in me, They ſpall deſire to Dye, | 
and Death ſball fi: from them, 3 


. "> 4 4 4 * 8 * ; 
* 


And verily he ſecmed exceedingly to i, 

2 fear leſt his Lite ſhould be drawn out 

1 yet longer, finding no Eaſe nor Reſt, e 

7. ver and anon crying out, O n 

. reich]! O miſgerable | Wretch ! Then 41 
1 turning to the Company, he beſt SY. 19 


em in this manner. 
O Prethren! take a diligent Heed + 
do your Life; make more Account of ] 
© the: Gift of God's Spirit than Fhave I * | 
done. Learn to bewail my Miſery: 1 
think not you are aſſured Chriſtians, Y 
* becauſe you underſtand fomething oi F} 
© the Goſpel; take heed you grow not 
Secure on that Ground; be conſtant ! 
*. and immoveable in the Maintamance 1 
f your Profeſſion ; Confeſs even un- 
; "HD: ath, if yon be calPd'therezo 3- he 
hat loveth Father and Mother, Bro- 
It chers, Siſters, Sons, Daughters, Kin- 
. 1 dteds, Houſes, of Lands, More than . 
— "IT be” Guis, is not We bo: 
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Eſtate of Francis Spira. 51 
or Theſe Words '/aid they) do not 
fo ond like the W 3. ds of a wicked Re. 
0 probate. 

I do but here imitate (/i Spira ) 
„che rich Glutton in the Goſpel, wha 
ve, © tho? in Hell. was careful thr his Bre- 
F< thren ſhould not come to that Place 
o et Torment. And I fay te you, Bre- 
we . tren, Take heed of this miſerable 


eEſtate wherein Iam. 6 = 


le Then turning himſelf to certain ini 7 © 
en Nen that were preſent, he deſired them 5 
ra; Y i conceive him aright. 

10 _ pe - this, (Haid 7 bel to. 
ed erogate from the Certainty of ſaving. 
of Fries and the Promiſes of the Gf 
ve BB =), for they are moſt ſure; bur take 
y: nerd of Relying on that FE *aith that 
ns, * works not a holy and unblameable. 93 

of Lite, worthy of a Believer. Crecht 
no: de, it will fail; L have ary'd.; I prev. © 
amt benrd 1 had gotten the right 7 = 
nce 1 preach'd it tO others 3 I had of}: 3 
un * p in Scripture in Memory, 2 * 
he night 6 2 it; NY thought my = 
—_ ure, A the mean time living 
ein- Impioully and Carelefly, and behold 
han | d ide Judgment of God hath 0% 7p 
"ij L Dein 222 not tg Cortection, W* „ * 
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to Condemnation | -—- Ard now 
you. would have me to Believe, but 
it will not be; for I feel too late, 
that good Things belong only 10 
ſuch as are good, -whole Sins ate 
covers with Gifts Death and Blocd 


as with a Veil, and guarded with his 


righteous Micrits, ftiom the Flood 


God's Wrath, even as with a mig. 


Wall, leſt milkrs ble Mortals ſhou!: 
be fWwallow'd up with the Greatne!; 
of their Sins. Bas as lor me, I rave 
as it were, wilfully with my Hands 
pull'd down the Ramparts, behind 


which ! might have reſted in Safety. 


And now are the {ſwelling Waters 
come even to my Soul, and I am cait 
away ! 

One of his Emitiar Friends chanc'd 


to fy, That certainly he was overcome 
with Melancholly; which being ove:- 
deard, Sprra anſwer'd. 


$ Welt, be it 10, (rebly'd be) being 
you will needs have it ſo. Thus alſo 
is God's Wrath _ manifelted agaigſt 
me, in that he hath taken from me the 


Uſe of my Underſtanding and Res- 


< ſon, fo as { can neither rightly Lſteein 
1 and Judge of my W not 
| | . F Hope 
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Eft ate of Francis Spira, $5 


Hope of Remedy. You fee, Brethren, 
what = dangerous thing it 1s,» to- ſtop 
or ſtay in things that concern God's. 
* Glory eſpecially to Diſſemble upon 
any Terms. What a fearful thing, i 
is to be near, and almoſc a Chriſti- 
an? Never was the like Example 
o tht of mine, and therefore if yau- 
de Wiſe, you will ſeriouſly Corsi. 


der thereof. ----- O that God woulel 


1 t tooke his Hand from me, that-1: 
were with me now, as in time, paſt ' 1 
* would icorn all Threats of the moſt + 
* cruel Tyrants, bear Forments with: 
5 eee Reſolution, Glory in the 
ourward Profeflion of Chriſt, til 1! 

were Choug'd in the Flames, and my 
* Body conſum'd to Aſhes. 

You ſay you are Deſperate, O Shire, 
faid they) Why chen do you not ſtrive 


with fome W capon or other, violently - 


to make an End of yours Lak, as De. 
derate Men uſe to do? 
Bet me baue a Sword, (aid Kein) 
Why, what wat You ga: willy * 
zuoth they.) 
& — 5 v "(iid he) "_ this 5 
And would move me oh 155 | 
e N N 92 7 7 
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They perceiv in ing wall Effects of all 
this their Labour, but rather that he 
grew vorke 5 tor the avoiding of a 
Concoui iy of People ; for every Day 
teldom fewer than Twenty continued 
With him; and to ſtop the Courſe of 
Fame, which was continually blown 
abroad of him, they conſulted to carry 
him back agam into his own Country, 
and thoſe of his Friends that came to 
Comfort him, began to take their laſt 


Leave of * him. Vergerius, among the 
eſt, requir'd, That at their Parting, 
they might Pray together with him. 


Ipir: hardly conſented, and as unwil- 
lingly performed; 

For, (id be,) my Heart is eſtran- 
ged from God; 1 cannot call him Fa- 
ther from my Heart; all good Moti- 
ans are quite gone; my Heart is fili of 
Maledictien, Hatred, and Blaſphemy 
azainft God; I tind I grow more and 
nure Hardned in Heart, and cannot 
„ fp ner hold my ſelf: Your Prayers 
ir me ſhall turn to your own Profit, 
they cannot do me any Good, | 
Vergerius then came to take his Lew”: 
of him; whom Sora emar.icings fan ; 


* Although 
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Hate of Francis Spira. 3 


Although I know that nothing can 
bring any Benefit to me a Repro- 
bate; bur that every Thing ſhall ten 
* to my deeper Condemnation ; yet I 
* give you moſt hearcy Thanks for 


jour kind Office, of the Love and 


good Will; and the Lord return it 

unto you, with u plentitul Increaſe of 
all good. 

the next Nay being brouglit down 
to his intended Journey, by the Way, 
king round abauthim, with a ghaſtly 
(Gol, he faw a Knife, lying ona Table, 
o winch he running haſtily, ſnatch'd 

e 
i but his Frienels laying hold of him, 
foprys him in his purpoſe 
Ercupon, with Indignation, he ſaid, 
ceα,ẽi- chere abede Gd, for I know be 
<.14 bade ne Mercyon ni. 

Thus went he Homewards, often 
ing, Thu he envy'd the Condition 


Cain and Fudas : He hy abavs eight 


\V ks in this Condition, n a, centin tial 
Burning, neither deſiring, not recciving 


any ching but by force, and that without 


pertect Anatomy, expteſſing to the View - | 
noth ing but Sinews and Bones 3 veha-. 
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nothing WY JNeCWS and Bones; 3 vehe- 


mently raging for Drink; ever pining, 
yet fearful to Tive long, dreadful of Heil, 
yet coveting Death, in a continua! Tor- 
ment, yet "his own Tormentor. And 


- thus confuming himſelf with Grief and 


Horror, Impatience ard Deſpair, like a 
Iwing ! Mar in Hel! bo NC repreſe: ated an 
extraordinary Example of the Juſtice 
and Power of God. 


And ths (as far as appoareth) with- 
m'a tew Days after his arrival at his own 
Home, he departed this preſent Lite. 
Tet an Oecaſion to make us remember, 
That ſecret things belongs unto the Lord 


our God, but Ctiarity to Man, to teach 


kim to Hope all things. 
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John Child. 8 
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E was Born at Bedford, about the 
1 Year 1638, and het he. wis 
grown up, put an Apprentige to an 
 Handicraic Trade; which, When he 
came to Age, he follow'd for me. 
time; afterwards he betook' himfelf ta 
another Calling; and removed tg M?’ 
port Pagucd, where he Neck dises 
Years, married Twice, aud by tus e 
| Wile: (of honeſt Paventege, and geod 
Report) he had ſeveral Children 3 af, 4 


1 x 
6. J las. 
* K 3 
* \ 1 13 
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ter his ſecond Marriage, in appearamer 
he itiereasꝰ d in his Eftate. About Freb | 
ES, os „ Tea 
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2 A Relation of the Tearful 


7 | Fears ſince he remo *d to Londen, and 


in O. eber 1684, he ended his Days by 


Tlarging hir ieit in a Houſe he had ta- 
Ken the Spring before in Brick-Lane 


near Spille- Fields. 
De was endu'd with a competent Mea- 
fare of Natural Parts, and Vivacity of 


Spirit. In nis Youth he  apply'd huim- 
(elf to the Reading and Studying of 


the Scriptures, andi attain'd to a wo. - 


7 Kacowiecge 3 U% M. Ackers of Re 2 


than man Of its Equsls in Years And 
ae. In bis Opinion and Pra- 
Cics he was for the Br prifim of B-lic- 
Vers, and conſorted with forme of them 
who are call HAiahugiiſis, for above 
Twenty Years ; and for {Shen Years, 
at Scators, excrors'd himſelf! in Preach- 
W 

He was ob{rv' fe or foine Years be- 
fore his dreacttul Þ me to bc very remiſs 
mn Religious FExc reits 3 and in his Or- 


mary Converſation to {ye bent other 


8 chan he trad done in ſortner 


ie was of a haughry.Spiric, a 
rem tuning} da cor Opinions. 


; fought ta exalt Binn *. what 
became exher his Pug or in? 


ments. 
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ments. All which, a the Hand of 
God was heavy upon him, he freely ac- 
knowledg'd, with ſevere Charges a- 
gainſt himſelf for his Pride and log 
criſy, as you will find in the lege 


Relations. 

In the Lea 1682, he publifn'd A Se. 
a An gument lor a more full and firm 
{Union amongſt all good Proteſtants 
which Title, it ſeems, was made up of 

Words ſofter than Oyl, yet were they 
as drawa Swords, and cait him into 
fame Diſtreſs of Mind, which he obly. 
ſigniſy'd to ſome of his intimate Ac- 


uimtnor. that his Mind was perplext + 
thr what he had therein done. 


About the beginning of July 1684, 
he could not bear or conceal Ne Hor-., Fe 
roars of his Mind, hut ſpake of it 0 
ſome, and fent ta ſeveral 3 af his 
Acqu a intance, ta come to him, to whom.” 
he difclagd his miſcrable Condition, 
and the Occaſion thereof, in ſuch man- 
aer, as tha it became abiickly known, 


and occaſion? c alk, and a daily 


Reſort of a vaſt, Congourſe of People: 
Among the reſt, Mr. Dekitis has een 
he 14 this Narrative — - 
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V Acquaintance {/avs He) with Mr. 

Chiu, was about 15 Yeurs ſtand- 
About two Years fince, meeting 
h a Book of his, 1 went preſently 


Fand gave him a Vifit, and found him in 


* his Chamber, in a very penſive Poſture, 


and his Eyes red wich Tears. He im- 
mediately acknowiedg'd he was the 
Author of tt, and bitterly exclaim'd 
agamit himſelf, that he wrote it in Ma- 
ice, and by the Inſtigation of the De- 
Vi, from very i Principles of Pride, 
Vam- Glory, and Hypocriſy, I quickly 
found the Wound upon his Spirit was 
very deep, and therefore forbore all Ag- 


x F 


P 
22 . y * 


ſter ſome ſpiritual Relief to him. 

After this, in his Diſcourſe to others, 
he ſcem'd not to have io ſharp a Senſe 
upon his Mind; but, for ought I could 
obſerve, the Sore contuw'd feſtering in- 
wardly, from the firſt time he reflected 
upon his publiſhing of that Book, to the 
end of his miſerable Lite ; tho? it break 
not out openly till about July. 

About Avgrt I gave him another 


ly of a * Conftitution, ard lily 
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ravations. and endeavout'd to admini- 


Viſit, and Sn found him (tho? natural. 
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ed, told me, — God would make him 
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Spirit) ſo exceedingly ſhaken, ob the N 
Horror of the Sight made fuch deep; 
Impreſſions, as I think will, at all Ca- 
ſons, recur, and ſet itſelf before. me 3 
afreſh, as long as I live. His $ 
was very regular, which diſcovered 
his Memory to be good, and that his f 
Diſternper had not feiz'd his Head, bur 
his Heart. He treely Deer the 
eg of his Mind, expreſſing and . 
forth his Condition to be moſt de- 
plorable, as having no Hopes of Salva- 
tion. I laid before him with the great- 
eſt Tendernets, the Freeneſs and Riches 
of God's Grace, cauſing to argue from 
his own former declared Opinion, a 
gainſt the Limiting of it, but could faſt- 
en no Word of Confolation, or Hope 
upon him. 

Wuh ſome Reluctancy he granted 
me Liberty to pray uh him, but faid, 
His Spirit was ſhut up, he could 
not pray. And whilit I was praying, - 
be often groaned ; and after I had end- 
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a terrible Example to this preſent Age; 
aud tho? he was full of Benignity, yet 
he was allo a terrible God, being * i 
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E fl Theſe Expreſſions, and the Horror 
chat appeared in his Eyes, and all Parts 
Sofhis Body, drew many Tears from 
3 mine Eves, and render'd the Spectacle 
” "i dreadful, that I cannot ſay (as is re- 
ported of one that viſited Francis Spi- 
ra, that he would go a Thouſand Miles 
0 {ee another Shira, but on the con- 
trary) 1 deſire J may never ſce the 
Uke Spectacle again whillt I live in the 
World... 

He told me he thought (eicher in a 
Dream, or when he was awake, he could 
not tell which) that I ſhould fay to him, 
If he dy'd the conunon Death of all 
Men, the Lord had not ſpoken by me, 

Eabfwernd, He better knew che Tem- 
pen uf my Spirit ad, Principles, than to 
concetve ſuch a Thought of me, or that 
I ſhould take up che Words of the Pro- 
5 piztof God divinely inſpir'd, and ap- 
. ply them to him. Bat all I could ſay, 

* abated Vr of the Horror of his 
2 Soul, that I could perceive. | 
1 Thus Mr. Dennis, who fo mrs 2 
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Felicieed him to lay hold on the 
Grace of Gad, yet he was aloogether +" 
. ard and harder*d, under the daily. | 
>. Pram s and Effort: of good od. | 
wn 4, 


63 4.08 
us Men + continuing ſtill more = | 
rate, to the great Affliction of all his 
Friends and Relations, who commiſe- 


rated his Caſe in a tend er and compaſ- "#7 
fionate manner. gs | 


About the midd! Fuly, 1684, Mr, 
Keach went to ſee . Child, to whom 
Mr. Chila own” was the Author of 
the aforeſaid BS , with bitter and do- 
lorous Outer upbraiding Himſelf 
wich Malice a: + Envy — the Peg- 
ple of God, deſiring him to go up ſtairs !/ 
with him, and then farther fignity'd co 
a 


him his deplorable Condition, and what 
Horror and Anguiſn of Soul he lay un- 
der, and that there was no Mercy for 
him. * 
Soon after Mr. K. was ſent for — | 
him, who found him in Bed rolling and 
tumbling up and down in a lamentable 
manner, enough to pierce one's Heart. 
Hie faid to hi Mr. Child, I theug ht 
by your Deo , ben you was at my. 
Hoſe, the Brisa, PO wel * | 
Or do chat len ER 


33 Iban 1 canfhear. 4 would. fo 
ed as tet, on, 4 | 
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Mr. Keach. What is that ? 

Mr. Child. I betber ny Sin may net 
be that againſt the Hciy Cb g 

Mr. K. I hope and believe it is not. 

Mr. Child. Brut I urote the Book out 
of Malice. | 

Mr. K. There is a great deal of Dif- 
terence between doing a thing out of 
Malice acd Prejudi ice againſt he Lord's 
People, and acting out of Malice againſt 
Chriſt himſelf or doing Deſpite to the | 
Spirit of Grace, I do not doubt but 
that you had always holy and reverend 
Dread and Reſpect to the Name of 
God, tho” you tuight take up a great 
Offence againſt ſome of his People. 

Mr. Child. I hive often had the 
Scripture brought to me, Pjz/m 50. 
22. 20. Thou giveſt thy Mouth to Evil, 
and with thy Tongue Von for et Necetts ; 
Thou fitieft and ſpeakelt againſt thy Bro- 
ther, and flanderc/i thy Motber's Som. 
And of that which follows: Confider 
this, ye that forgei Gay 4 { tare Ju 


Mr. Reach. Bur N . ho; | 
you ſhould be guiley t great Ei 
there mentioned, ye ere . Gro 
of * in that y ate exhomed ca 
1 cconſider. 


— — TNT 
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| confder. And uſed many Arguments ; 
to perſwade him to rely on the Mercy 
of God, thro' Chriſt, mentioning that 
Paſſage of the :opher David, Forgive 
me my Sin, for it is great; and how won⸗ 
drr fully he had manifeſted and magni- 
niſied the Attribute of his Mercy,in par- 
doning great and bloody Sinners. | 
Here Mr. Child breaking, ſeyth int 
be Tears, cried out, 7 k nag that th 
Alajoiy of Heaven is a goed and gracious 
Being 3 yer Then provoked, (ftrerching 
forth his Hands in a frightful e : 
Le is a terrible Gad. 3 
Mr. Reach. I think it neceſſary that 
you retract what you have written in > 
that Book, for that I think 
ſhorr of it, will be a Demonſtratiqn ® 
the Sincerity of your Heart, and Proof 
of the Truth of your Repentance. 
Mr. Child. bave began to write, 
but I cannot write, neither Pave I 2 ene 
of the Books. 


Mr. Krach. I will ſee a qu oa 1 
of them, and ſend it you. Sal I 
quaint any Perfon with your Conditii 

= (mentioning ſome worthy Miniſters" td 

_ _ kun, whom he knew Mr. Cle een 
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Mr. Kras >, at another Viſit, not lion 
before hiz Death, perceiving the An- 
guiſh of his Spirit was rather greater 
than ever, aſk*'d him, Have you not yet 
any mire Lipht ? 

Mr. Child. No, nor never ſhall. 

Mr. Keach. Shall I and two or three 
nore, ſuch as you ſhall approve of, come 
td pen ſome Time in Prayer to the 
ord i vou? To which he gave no 
N Anſwer- *#ho* much preſs'd to it. 

Mr. Bid, at another Time faid, I have 
4 toucl/d the Apple of God's De. — 1 am 

. damud. 
son after Mr. Collings went to viſit 

£79 and finding him very reſtleſs, Mr. 

Collins: faid to him, Oh, "br Child, I am 
5 with a Dchign to lerve your Soul, 
Ii i Bes in my Power! : 
r Mr. Chud. God hath een fer feveral 
* "Fears:peſt,- a tearing my liſtate, curſing 
L aud blaſting ail 7 have put my Hand ts, 
ani profperts me in nothing. And, 
in much Horror chpping his Hands. to 
| . Hear, cry'd, Here it is, and I. ſoall 

Mr. Calling. 1 am informed your 
1 ' Troubles arile from the Publithing of 4 
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for a more firm Union amongft Prote- Y 
ftants. What Part of that Book trou- 
bles you molt ? 1 
Mr. Child. (Taking up the Book i in 
his Hand, began to read, where he ſays) - 
The gr eat. Number of Dilſenters do hold \ 
Principles dangeroufly Heretical, and nat 
abominably abuſing the moſt holy and hieß 5 
fe God, &c. But before he could end 75 
this Paragraph, being under extrem 
Agony of Mind, and weeping bitter- 
ly, put the Book from him, and ſpake 
:0 this effect, viz. I have reprejented thoje | 
6f Calvin's Principles beyond whatever ©: 
they conceived, ſtrained their Opinions he- & 
$6114 their Intentions and drawn ſuch Cott 
ſequences as never were in their Min 
And friking his Breaſt with much A. 
guiſh, ſaid, Theſe Words lie cloſe, T hall + 
never get over this; I writ in Prejuice - 
againſt them, calling” them a cillainane 
Body of People, which was "wumibc 
Mr. Callings faid, Are. you: heyrrily: 1 
- forrowful for writing this? ?: 
Mr. Child. Ob that 7 cont 1 Dau 
1 cannot repent. 5 
Mr. Callinge. If it were now to. do, 7 
would you do it agaiff! The ben ar 1 
ol A is to turn from Evil. 2 5 
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Mr. Keach, at another Viſie, not long 
before hi; Death, perceiving the An- 
guiſh of his Spirit was rather greater 
than ever, aſk*d him, Have you not yer”. 
any mure Light? 

Mr. Chil? No, nor never ſhall. 
Mr. Keach. Shall I and two or three 
more, ſuch as you ſhall approve of, come 
n peome Time in Prayer to the 

3 you? To which he gave no 
Anſwer, tho much preſs'd to it. 
Mr. Child, at another Time faid, I have 
4 touch/d the Apple of God's Eye.——1 am 
dam d. 

MH Soon after Mr. Collings went to viſit 

im, and finding him very reſtleſs, Mr. 
Calli: faid to him, Oh, "Mr. bild, I am 
K come with a Deſign to lerve your Sou, 
K 
f 
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FE 


„I it Bes in my Power! : 
Mr. Chud. God hath been fer 1 
= Fears peſt, a tearing my {*ftate, curſing 
aud blaſting all 7 have put my Hand to, 
ard projperia me in nothing. And, 
in much Horror chapping his Hands, to 
g * cry d. Here it is, and I foall 


Mr. Collings, 1 am inform'd your 
7 Troubles ariſe from the Publithing of 4 
- Book, entituled, The _ wh. | 

Tee i OE 
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Be a more frm Union amongſt "Privic. | 
flants. What Part of that Book trou- 
bles you moſt ? if 
Mr. Child. (Taking up the Book in 
his Hand, began to read, where he fays) 
The gr eateſf Number of Diſſenters do 2 
Principles dangeroufly Heretical, and moſt 
abominably abuſing the moſt holy and dae, 
fe God, &e. But before he could EY 0 N 
this Paragraph, being under extream 
Agony of Mind, and weeping bitter- 
ly, put the Book from him, and ſpake 
tO this effect, viz. I have reprejented thoſe 
of Calvin's Principles W whatever 
they conceived, ſtrained their Opimons bes- 
va ther Intentions and drawn juch Ha.. 
ſequences as never were in their M¹¹ | 
And ting his Breaſt with much A. 
guiſh, ſaid, Theſe Words lie cloſs,T ſhall *| 
never get over this; I wiit in Prejudice - | 
againſt them, calling them à villainaus 
Body of People, hieb was unut. "i 
Mr. Col/ings faid, Are you- bei. 4 
_ forrowful for writing hi? 
Mr. Child. Ob that 7 could 1 
7 cannot repent. 
Mr. Callizgs. It it were now to do, 
would you do it agaiff? The beſt Vans - 
ol. nner is to turn from Evil. Z | 
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Mr. Child. I know there is in Repent- 
ance toree Things, Confeſſion, Con triti- 
on ana Reſtitution. 

Mr. Collings. We are not capable 


| of making God Reſtitution ; He Par- 


cons. and juſtifics for his own Name”; 
fake, and Chriſt's : fake ; but Reſtitu- 


on is to be made to our Neighbour ; 
and if you are ſenlible God had been 


© dithonour'd and his People wrong'd in 
that Book, your next Work is to make 
Reſtitution in like Manner, wy a pub- 
lick Recantation. 

Mr. Child. This is the Opinion of ſame 
others alſo, and I think it Arbe {0 be done. 


— And walking about the Room, 


with great Horror of _ ſaid, 
I have been guilty of many Fils, I have 
for ſeveral Near: lib'd a ver * _ 4. 5 
Lie; negle#ed Family-Duty, Clofet-D 


ty Publick Duty in the Church of Ged. 
have been greatly guilty of Pride, en- 
deadeuring lo run every Man down in 


Diſpute : I bave made this M rid my 
Ged, Land been guilty of that. Idolatry in 
Epheſians 5. 1 have not been @ lntle 
Funlty of Hypocriſy ; ; 1 bade endeavourcd 
by all ways and mean: to ſboke the Craſs 
Kd Chriſt from of my SBoulders ; ; an 1 
2 


o * # 
. at ; 
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fear I have been guilty of 2 —.— 
ting as] have dane; I bave D myjes 


many thouſands of Pounds, (had T 


tenance ) 121d, 


e of John Child. "tO 5 


3 


T have wrong*d.many a poor Sou! by wr 
in their Condition, and would have giv 


*) to have been in as good a Conditil 


as fome of them I Torit Rory Jive 


dijcours' d you and Mr. Z. and . and 
Lave thought 1% run down your Opinion by a 
Spirit of Iufolency and Pride; hui the Fudg- 
ments of Ged kave follow*d me; he bas rent 
and torn me from theſe things,----and no 
fall I die; I am flruyee with Death. 
Mr. Czl/ings. Suppoic you. ſhould 
die to Nigiu (as we know not how it 
may be with any of us) can you con- 
tentedly fink into the deep Abyſs of 


Miſcry, without ftriv ing | for Salvation? 


Would vou not run to Chriſt? Strive 


to take hold of him, and his Durchas d 
Bleſſedneſs. 


Mr. Child with a very grim Coun- - | 
1 Hall go to Hell, Ia 
broken in Fudgment 3 ; oben I think to-pray. | 
cither I hade a fluſri in my Face, a, 


[ xrerein 4 Flame, or am dumb, and 
cannot ſpeak, or elſe I fail -afleep tipoiz my 
Knees 3 all the Signs of one coakom God 
bat left __ and ern ts 


j —< 
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| Mr. Collings. If God ſhould 1 impure | 
to you the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 

_ would it be of any Advantage to you? 

Mr. Child. F Ged would be jo gra- 
£1045 as to impute Chriſi's R ig Dheomfrcs tg 
me, it would mate me a happy Man ! 

Mr. Calkngs. Did you do what yo 
did, in Writing, that Book againtt the 
I ih of your Conſcience, or Motions 
8.1 of oo Spirit. 

; Child. I think I &id not formal- 
iy 70 71 . tbe Light ef my C 55 ence, 


- * . - 
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* 
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; and Spirit of God; yet <bat I did, was 
7 mou d with Maiice, with this Cheat in my 

F Hear!, It may be it may do them goo!!, 

* -The Night before the Book va; publit* 4. J 
ö had ſome Reluctancy, and Gripes of Con. 


* 
* 


ſeiencs. P 
Mr. Collings. Why did not you call 
them in befere they were publiſh'd ? 
Mr. Child. I fell ill upon it, and 
_ jound myfelf more and more entanpled 
and enſnar'd , one Door was; open'd, 211 
another Door abend to my Ruin, as i | 
were a Man deſgibd for Damiation ! 
After tome Reaſonings about Bap- 
tiſm, Conformity, and the then Trou 
bles which Konconformiſts were under; 
he fad, 
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| I have abundance of carnal fleſhly Rea- 
ponings; I am under the Power of Unbe- 
lief and Diſtruſt: For theſe are my Argn- 
guings in me; ſhould I ſtick to the Church 
of England, then thoſe I hays coritten a- 
£2inſt, would account me the greateſt Hy- 
poerite in the World, to make ſo much ado 
about. Dei pair, for what I have done ag ainſt 
them: jhould I leave the Church of Eng- 
land, and ſtick to the Diſſenters, and, 
with full Purpoſe of Heart cleave to the 
Lord; then, if ever I am taken in a Meet. 
ins, they will have no Mercy en me, and 
triumph; This is the Man that made his 
Recantation! Ard then ruin me lo all In- 
tents and Purpoſes, and I cannot bear 
the Thoughts of a Creſ5, nor a Prison. 
Mr. Collings. Two Things are eſſen- 
tially neceſſary to the Peace of your 
Soul; with all ſpeed to publiſh your 
Recantation, and ſet yourſeIf to know 
the Truth of God, and to cleave to 
* > | 


1 


, <3 LINN ; 
Mr. Child. What an aſtoniſbing Con 
[ideration it is for a Man io die in this 
Condition I am in; to be under Horror for 
writing ſuch Things, and yet bade na 
Poxver to renounce it; for ſhould I de ſu, 
1 feould be quickly * in my Eftate'; 
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T had a Fancy, the other Mornng,that the 


Sheriffs Officers were. coming to ſeize all 
that T1 had ; and about a Week ſince, IT had © 


toat Mord, Can thy Heart endure, or 
thy Hands be ſtrong, in the Day ! will 
contend wa thee? I think I an. able 
to ſatisfy any Atheiſt in the World, that 
there 15 a God; > for 7 find the. Arrows of 
the Aimighty flicking in me, and he rvkneth 


" 2porr Mea. d Lion. I theugn? that TE cout 
£9 end fall at the Fee? v/ thote I have * 


winger, and beg their. Porgiver. fs, and 
{1.51 


rt e often, Oh thai I could repent ! Oh, 
that Gen cc waſh me ts toe Fount 8 
&f bis Son's Blood Ob that T bad Fai: 
that I cond believe | 
Mr. Collinss, (taking Leave of Mr. 
Child) Can you not Jefive my Pray 7ers ? 
Mr. Child. Thi; is a hard Jubi, 


And after a little Pauſe, taking Mr. Col- 


lings by the Hand, ſaid, Fur 77 e ſake of 


the Lord Fejus Chrif, Pray far me at 


N, if there be any vey, yet left, 


that I may yet It? in the 1 WI Mercy. 
Mr. ( lings. (Finding 5 "Troubles 
of Mr. Child ſtill ; continuing and increa- 


Jing) What do you think would give 


you Relief? 
' | Nir. 


| 1 
1 
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Mr. Child. Jf I were in Heaven it 
could not relieve me; for there I ſhouid © 


behold the Face of a holy God, holy Saints, 
and Saints and Anpels, as now I behold 
= Face of good Men upon Earth, with 
Shame and Confuſton of Face. 

Mr. Collings, If God would take 


you in luis Favour, that would relieve 
you. 


r. Child. Fits Wrath is come upan 


me to the utter maſt. 


Mr. Col lings. To deſpair reflects 


upon the Sov'reignty of Go:!'s Grace. 


Mr, Child. Fon thoſe <vvoſe Day of 
Grace is not gone, Ged will multiply to 
Parden , but it ie too late for me, = 
Day 15 gene. | 


Mr. Cel!; LAN Did not you Write a 


Book before the Second A, gument? 
Mr. Child. Tadid. 
Mr. Collngs. Did not a Gentleman 
write ſome Animadverſions upon it, 
by way of Anſwer, in a Manuſcript? 
Mr. Child. He did. 
Mr. Collings. Was it a ſufficient An- 
ſwer? 
Mr. Child. It was PEE anſwer d. 


Mr. Co!lings. Yet you printed this 
Book after wards. 


E 2 os Mr. 


: 
- _ 
— -_ 
bs Ob 
* —— * 


4 4 wh we 
Abend. 3 ow 


8 von 1 
N : 


74 A Relation of the Fearful 3 


Mr. Child. I did. 

After ſome time of calm Reafoning, 
Mr. Child began again to be in a great 
Liorror, and ſpake to the Effect fol- | 

| LOWING, 
| Ob { (ſaid he) I am ore of the greateſt 
& Hypocri 11es that ever liv'd upon the Earth, 
F auc ſhall be 3 accounted Ged hath done 
F hie Will, and will d his Wil 1:1 upon me. . 
| The Wicked mall fall into 3 
74 and the Backſlider in Heart ſhall be fill“ 
with his own Ways. He that faith, is 
mall have Peace, and walketh in the 
Imagination of his evil Heart, the Lord 
i will not yo: him ; but then the An- 


* 


7 - ger of the Lord, and his Jealouſy, ſhall 
# © {moke againſt that Man. Oh he thunder, 

hy upon me ! Should God let cut the Senſe of 
* my Sins on me, (as be will) I ſhould box 2 
ute a Deg, roar lite a Lion, beilow ike 
ww an Or, mine inward Part wack met; F 
* 


2 , Eputhis me, as the Braſs melts in the 
EY flaming Furnace; I jhall lie lower than 
Judas, beer than Judas, I have ſinned 
* avorſer than Judas, 

Mr. Collings. You make Application 
of Curſes in "the Book of God, but not 
of the Promiſes; conſider Igiab „ | 
i . | | 
8 22 of pn 
9 | 


— on, ORE OY 


. of Taka Child. 
Mr. Child. Promiſes are Bread - for 


Children , they loo on him, aud were 
lightned 1 look unto him and am dark- 
ned; he knows that I have committed 
ſuch Wickedneſs as never hath been done 
Mr. Colitne;. Do you not ſometimes 
find an Inclination to pray? 
Mr. Child. Se. din OY never; n 
abou! an FHeur veture you came, I went 
obout il; but he "End Was di/mat, that 
Day vou were here with Mr. W. I at- 
tempted it three times but could du not hing. 
Mr. Cline: Shall I pray for you? 
Mr. Child. Ne, 20; "tis too late: 
Neither Men nor Angels can relieve me. 
Mr. Coll: ig: Job ſaith, Tho* he flay 
me, yet 1 will truſt in him. 
Mr. Child. Avent two Months ſince I 
thought I bad Comfort and Relief from 
Hence; ; but ;now [ canxot truſt in him. 
Cad /aith he will dal i in 4 ingular manner 
with me here on Earth, and i Hell 400g. 
Afterwards quoted againſt 2 
choſe Expretſions, Heb. 10. 26. 
ir we ſin wilſully *after that wo FO 
received the Knowle Jo, of the Truth, 
there remains no more Sacrifice for Six. . 
2 Par. 2. 20, 23, . a; 
oy bave eſcap'd | 1 the Eillpineſs of - 
4 
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he I crld, through the acknowledging ef 


therr Lora and Saviour Feſus Chrift, art 
y't tangled again therein, and wvercome, 
ibcir iatier End is uurſ than the beginning. 


— * 3 1 
For ut bad been better fer them not to have 


ac knee leng d ihe , u of Righteouſneſs, 
than after thev have achnauledg'd it, to 
fan from the holy Right 6% rel, than uf- 
t. r they bare actnetol g d it, 
the holy Commandments gic 6 22 1:nto them. 


But it is come tanto them accord; "g ts the 


Proverb ; Ie Dog is returned to his = 
Vomit, and the Sou teat was waſhed, 


the wallywing in the Mire, And Mr. 
Child ſaid, When Jam feint and low, 1 


row take ſomewhat to refreſh me, but 


in Hell there is no Refreſhment, not a 


Drop of Water to cool my Tongue... I 


wonder that my Head, tho jt do not 


ach) doth not burſt aſunder, it is fille 
with diſmal Cogitations. 

Mr. Collines, with one Mr. R. * 
Mr. Child ar ph: Bil V Hit, and Mr. X. 
put him upon fai g the Lord's Prayer. 

Mr. Child. I ave thought of that, but 
J dare not jay it fer bee Reajons ; 
ift, I cannot call God Father. 2dly, I 
cannot lay, Thy Will be done. 0h 


0 tiirn from 
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I cannot fay, Forgive me my Treſpaſſes, 
as I forgive them that treſpais againtt 
me. All tau I have, added be, 
is curs'd to me; I cannot give God 
7 Thanks for wh-+ I cat or drink. 
Mr. Colling: Hive you a Defire to 
be ſaved * | 
Mr. Child. es, 2 * my 0wn Terms, 
and not according 40 0 Pe. * 
It was then aſk'd Mr. Cid, Wht 
thoſe Terms 3 - Bat he would 


2 , 

maxe no Aniwer, 4 

| I 

© - +. About October the Twelfth, Hz was 
again viſite by ſome of his Friends, 

whom the Rumour drew thither, + -- 

Says one of them, Mr. Chia, . the 4 


3 
S 


| laſt time J fav; you, You {aid cha 50g" 
| » had a Peradventure to depend upen, 
and that was all; I hope you hav? 
9 * that ſtill. 
No, all is gonz! adde be, wich, 
dolutul Voice. 


1 

Is God gone, and Chriſt gone? νj, 

His Friends, 1 

| All is gone! I am undone? ed ; 

Fo F 

We bans the Lord will return 4 ta, F 

| ſaid bez. ga 5 
BS. x | Yau! 
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You cannot hope fo . me, 
acided he. 


Why, where Chriſt begins a good 


Work, he will Perfect it, cry'd they. 


Ves, nc reply*d, if 1 had any; but 
all is gore, it ever J had any. 

Then fail they, you would do well, 
Mr. Child to uſe the Means of Grace, 


and frequent the Society of God's Peo- 


ple, and deſire their Pra vers, tho? you 
y you have o Mind to pray nor deſire 


their Prayers, yet if you go among 


them, you know not what God may do 
for you. Conſider 2 Kings 7. 4. 

I have been fo great a Sinner, ſaid 
he, againſt God, and the People of 
God, that God will have no Mercy for 
Me. 

If, faid his Friends, God bring you 
out of this Condition, it may be more 
to his Honour and Glory, and to your 
ſtrengthening and eftabliſhing of his 
People, than all you have "done in 


Times paſt. 


He faid no more to them but this, 


God will glorify himſelf by me, and 


make me an E:zample for the ſtrength- 
ening and eftabliſhing of his People; 
but it all end in my Deſtruction. 


* —ů——— — — — — 
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Then they with great Sorrow with- 5 
drew, fading Soctety did but trouble | 
and diſcompoſe him the more: Nor "4 
could his State be render'd worſe al- C 
moſt than at that Time: His Wife 1 
with Grict owing, That often in the ; 
Night the very Ends of his Hair ſtood I 
in Drops through the Anguiſh of his Spi- 
rit, continually crying out againſt the 
Book, &c. About which Time he was 
viſited by Mr. H. P. between whom 
was this following Conference. 

When he came into the Room he 
lamentably cry'd out, O that I might 
be a good Man Bur there is no Hopes , 
tor me,; it is now too late, I am the 4 
greateſt Hypocrite in Nture, . 

Mr. E. P. I pray you, Mr. Cbi 25 mY 


—— . — | TIM Vt a. - I 


r 


5 
inſtance in Particulars, . I. 
; Mr. .ild. I have been a dreadfy Sf 
Hypocrite in offering . bn ; 
I had none. | 
Nr. E. . I am a Scranger, cm any 


Repentance you offer d. j 
Mr. Chi/7. I have pretended doch 

a Thing, tho you 1 x n. 70 1 
Mr. E. P. Do you read any REC - 
tance you have offer'd for the Frint . 22 

8 that Book ? . 5 

if 


— — ttt 25 


— 4 Pages OT re ENS 


— * — . — — 


OP — 


A Reiation 6) * the FR 


Mr. Chill. Yes. 

Mr. E. P. It ſeems you confeſs you | 
dug to repent of the Publiſhing that | 
Book. Ig | 
Mr. Child. Yes: It requires that 
Repentance that I hall never be able 
| to give. 

Then a Stander-by reply'd, Do 2 
thiak, Mr. Child, that God is able 
pardon you ? 

Mr. Child. No. 

Mr. P. What is your Reaſon? 

Mr. hits God hath jworn in his 
Wrath, that ! ſhall not enter into his 


Ret. 
| Mr. P. How do you know that he 
WW | hath fo ſworn concerning you? 
SH Mr. Cid. 8 him ſelf down 
| ſaid) I contefs, a Man ſhould not affirm 


| that which he hach no Reaſon for 
* But roſe up as one iſcontented, and 
= gave no further Anſwer. 
* . Mr. P. I pray you let me be more 
-<wardly acquainted with the State of 
| your Soul ? | 
% Mr. Child. The Wrath of God 
 kindlce.1, and burns within me.——It is 
impoſlible for you te imagine my Tor- 
1 nent; and this is but an a carueſt Penny {| 


1 


f 
1 
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of my eternal Damnation. — I have 


- Guilt enough upon me to link Seven- 


teen Kingdoms, and I know. the Earth 
would open Its Mouth, and fwallow 
me up alive, like Corah, Dathan, and 
Abiram, were it not that God hath re- 


ferv'd me to be a more puiblick Specta- 
cle of tus Anger and Diſple ature, both 


ro Angels and Men. God tath taken 
away my Talent, and the Influence of 
the Divine Spirit hath altogether lett 
me; I can neither pray, nor deſire o- 
thers to pray for me, my Heart is per 
fectly harden'd. fs 
Mr. P. Could you wiſh that thoſe 
tat have an Intereſt in God, ſhould 
improve it or you? 2 
Mr. Child. How fhoultd I, wheg ! 
cannot defire Jeſus Chriſt to pray for 
2 [ am now out of Hopes, for the 


Praycrs of the Godly are recorded a- 


gainft me. {Floods of Tears flowing 


. from. his Eyes.) Dear-bought Experi- 


ence hath taught me, that it is 
ſmali ching to trifle with the gran Wh 


cerns of Religion an. Eternity, as. alt 


Men account it. I have made a en) 


of this World, and neglected God and | 


Jetus Chriſt ; and dee theſe things 
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are juitly come upon me. 


—— I have "be en à looſe and car- 


nal Profeſſor, and if I were in the 
Place of God, I ſhould mete the fame 

Meaſure that God doth to me. My 
_ Calaniicy is even at che Door, and all 
Men in a little time will juſtify God's 
dealing with me. 

Mr. P. 1 pray explain yourſelf in 
thtſe chings. 

Mr. Child. ( Evi farther Dil 
courle) you {hall have the full Account 
of it in Print, 

His Wife ſaid, Who ſhall print it? 

Mr. P. reply'd, I ſuppoſe he intends 


fore fignal Impreſſion by Divine Ven- 


"CANCE. 

Mr. Child. The ugk what or! r 
faid i true, yet i 15 not what [ intend- 
ed; for I hav: reſolved io give the 
Vorl an count of my Condiitin in a 
printed Paper. 

Mr. P's Friend, That is an hum- 
bling Diſpenfation, that. you are excr- 
Kis' d under, 

Mr. Child. Az bumbling Diſpenſa- 

tun do you call it! T tell you it is a 


Ae s. 
Mr 


haidning Difpenſation, and I Jeel it to. 
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Mr. Z. P. I hope there is Mercy 2 


yet reſerved for you. 
Mr. Child. T know 7 ball bave 


Mercy, fuch as the Damned have. . * 


do highly nuſtif/ Gd in his Dealings with 
me. | 
Another then W cry d our, Oo 
your juſtifying the Dealings of God 
with you, is a good 81 


Mr. Child. God can open the Mouths of 


Reprobates to juſtiſ his P roceedings. 

Mr. P. I hope that God will appear 
in a way of Mercy to your Soul, if 
you ſincerely and heartily apply your 
{elf to him. 


Mr. Child. The moſt judicious Men 
know, that Tam a damned and loft Man. 


Mr. P. (Walking with him in the 
Fields) You ſeem now to be more ſet- 
tled in your Mind. 

Mr, Child. Though no Conſideration 
can yield me Peace or Comfort, yet 
the Violence of my Torments admits af 
ſome Inter miſſions ; and therefore I am 
not fo ſenſibly affifted at all Times, if 
bad but ſuch a Senſe of my Sin, as J 
ought to have, I {ould burſt afunder, 
or Y like Judas) uſe aan 8 
"we 
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Mr. P. Whac mean you ty that 
Paſſage (blaſpheming his Tabernacle) x 
in your Letter to Mr. 7. 

Mr. Child. By it J n reproach- 
mg and ſcandali xing the Church. 

"Mr P. (Takirg the Lever out of 
his Pocket) Do you own the Contents 
of this Letter ? 


| 


8 "Wee Mr. Child. Yes, and it was writ 
Eu me, as with the Pen of a ready W * 
＋veculd ſaiu believe, but all Pexcer 
is taten away from me. 
1 Mr. P. I have diſcours'd with Mr. 
| * + M. avout your Cafe, and it is his Opi- 
nion, that a Recantation is your firſt 
Step, in Order to Peacc in your Mind, 
| and ſpoke it with much Concern for 
your Soul. 
Me, Child, Shedding many Tears, 
and ne Faſſionate Inquiry) 4 | 
FLO | 


. a ER 
Eſtate of John Child. 


this true, hal be is concern'd fo: me? 
By which Expreſſion, with the manhey*+ 5 
of it, Mr. P. collected, that it gave 4 
ſome Eaſe to the Mind of Mr. Child, to 
have his Condition entertain'd in fuck a 
Miniſter's Thoughts. 

This was the Sum of all Chil#s Dit 
courſc at that Time, which left him 
ſtill beclouded, and diſtracted in his 
Und ending, but not without ſome 
Intermiſſiors: But as the Servants of 
God are always ready to reheve the 
Diſtrefſed, fo Mr. Chili wanted not the 
Company ot good and gracious Souls 
to condole his Caſe, and adviſe with. 
Soon after Mr. P's raking his Leave, fe- 
veral Friends came, and one of em 
alk d him, How is it with you, Sir? 


. — oy 
« » a 4 


I am in great Confuſion and Dif. | 
order in my Spirit ( faid he) 1 
have ſinned againſt ſo much Grace, 
that I am without Hopes of recciving | 
Mercy. 5 

Oh, faid they, if yaur Trouble. i is A 
in reſpeR of the bar of which ou ? 
have written , where 
done ſo much Inj 


ng People of God, the beſt 
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— — . 


can advite you to, is to free your 
Conſcience from Guilt, will be to 


make your Repentance and Recan- 
tation as Publick as your Sin is, 79. 
7. 9 


He reply'd, I muſt confeſs ] ſtand 


-— > 


greatly indebted to the Publick, bat 


Jam fo confuſed in my Mind, cbat 
when I thick of doing it, I can do 
no hing. 
which are a great Burden to me; my 
Sun agarptt God, which is impardona- 
ble, my Sin againſt God's People; and 
auother thing. 

What is that other thing? cryed 
they, To which ne made no Anſwer 
Do you think that impardonable Sin 
you mentioned, is the Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt ? 5 

I cannot tell, faid he. 


Was what you did done maliciouſty 


againſt God, Chrift, and the Holy 
Spirit, and God's Pcople, faid bs 
Friends ? 

He reply d, No. 


Then (added hey, it may comfor- 


ably be conclage.!, you have not Sin- 
ned Ns Sin, and therefore you may 


take  Encourageracat from the com- 


fortable 


There are three things. 


—— 


Fiat of John Child, #7 


4. * 


— 


fortable Words of Chriſt, vix. that ali 


other Sins and Blaſphemies may be for- 


given you: Conlider the Inſtances of 
Duvid, Manaſſeb, Peter, Paul, and the 
Jet, who were guilty of crucifying 
our Saviour, and imprecated. the 
Guilt ot his Blood upon their Children, 
to whom yet our Saviour in his Rich 


Mercy commands his Diſciples firft 


to preach the Goſpel. Is your Con- 
dition worſe than theirs ? It may be 
your Endeavours heretofore, too 
much to advance Free-will, and the 
Power of the Creature, may be one 
reaſon why the Lord permitted = 
thus TO fail. 

You have hit it, Sirs, ery'd he, I 
once thought there was a Power in 


Man, but now I find it otherwiſe, for 
cannot pray, the Lord hath taken a- 


way the Gift of Prayer from me 


have no Deſire after any __ that is 


good, I cannot repent. , 

O (faid they) Chrift is exalted. to 
be a Prince and a Saviour to give Re- 
pentance and Remiſſion of Sins. 


Shall we now pray for you? 
He anſwer'd, Tes. 
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Then one of the Company prayed ; 
and upon parting, Mr. Child thank-d 


. them for their V itt, and faid to this .. 
| Effect ; ---- All this will make again 
Me. | 


Then fome more Company came, 
and ſaid to him, (as Phylicians viſit- 
ing their Patients, ſo Friends one that 
is wounded in Spicit, enquire what 18 
the Cauſe of his Grief.) We pray you 
declare your Mu herein - To this 
for about half an Hour they could ob- 
tain no e (ad:ling) That Paul 
___endeavoure} to recover ſuch again as 
1 had fallen from an Article of Faith, 
1 4 without which they could not be fun- 

| ved, and couniclled others in Meck- 

; nets. to inſtruct thoſe that oppoſe them- 

. ſelves, if God peradventure would 
give them Repentance to the Acknow- 
F ledgment of the Truth. What do 
you think of Syhira's Condition? 

. Spira's Condition, aid he, W was no- 
thing to mine; for Wrath is come, 
and coming on me to the utmoſt, be- 
cauſe I have forſaken that which I 
have believed to be true; to embrace 
that which I knew to be falſe. thro? 
en fear to keep myſelf from Suf- 
ferings. 


5 * N 6 
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Eſtate of John Chitd. _ 


icrings.-----I ſonght to be great in the 
VV old. but God croſt me therein in 
all my Peſigns: and ſince che Hand of 
God hath been upon me, my Spirit 
hach Often times riſen againſt God, 
that gave me Nouriſnirnent by Food 
and Sleep. (And looking to the Ciel- 
ing, ſaid,) I {ee as it were 2 little Light, 
thro a Crandc y,or Creviſe, as if I would 
deſire to pray. (Then Tears came 


down his Cheeks abundinity, and he 


aid) If it would pleaſe God ro mant- 


tejt himſelf to me, I ſhould be fuch a 


Monument of Mercy as rcver was in 
the World, to be a Warning to all 
others. 


Then they added, it's the Apoſtle's 5 


Counſel, that we confels our Faults 


one ro another, and pray one for ano- 


ther, that we may be healed. 
H: reply” d with Tears in his Eyes, 
1 cannot get this baſe Heart to open it 
&F- farther. 
Then they 3 him, ſaying, Shall 
we pray for you ? 
No, no, AQ, cry d he. 


It's defired, ſaid thev, you woes | 


ſet down in W riting the Heads of Voar 
chict 1 rouble. S 
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Ts whick he anſwer'd, I did write 
forfething to that Effect; but when I 
had gone, I deſtroyed ic ; and here he 
left off, and faid no more. 

A while after ke was again viſited 
by Mr. R. and ſome others, to whom 


he Haid, I had a turn in my Spirit the 


Ii Week. as a Reſuit of that warm 
Dricourſe I had wirh you and Mr. Col 
ies, concerning the F:ainency and 
Sovereignty of the Grace of God, but 
It is now gone again. 

Mr. R. Implor: again the Throne 
of Grace. 

Mr. Child. I regard Tnaquaty 1 in my 
Heart, and God will not hear my Pray- 
er. [And ſaid to au other) If God 


ſhould fend an Angel from Heaven to 
inform me, | head not believe it. 


Crying out, O cannot pray. 

Mr. V. Flow can you fo long as 
vou have a Lie in your Right Hund? 
Rerra& what you have done publickly, 
or elle you cannot expect to have an 
Heart 0 pra 


Mr. Child. (To Mrs. A.) How de- 


l plorable 4 thing is this, that I who 


ve preached fo much of the Glory 
. 1 World, ſhould now be ge- 


ey; 
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prived of it all You will as ſurely 
fee me damned, as you now fee me Rand 
here. 

Mrs. M. Have you no Intermiſſion? 
-— —— Do ſuch Thoughts always attend 
you; - | 
Mr. Child. I have Inter miffion ſome- 
times. 

Mrs. M. Do you think that God 
cannot fave you? 

Mr. Child. Ves be can; or elfe I 
might delire to be in Hell immediately. 

Mrs. M. Do you think God will 
not fave you ? 


Mr. Child. ] cannot believe that he 


will. 


Mrs. M. What is the Cauſe of all 
tins Trouble? 

Mr. Child. That curſed Book. 

Being at one Mr. C's, in Diſcourſe 
concerning Francis Spira, Mr, Child faid, 
I am an hundred times a greater Sinner 


than Spira, a thoufand times teri thou- 


ſand times, yea an hundred thouſand 
times 2 greater Sinner than he. 
Mr. C. Do you love me? 
Mr. Child. I love you. (And taking 


Mr. C. by the Hand, faid) I conjure 


thee by the eternal God, that thou 


1 


eke. ? | 
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382 A Relationof the bearfut 
take care of my Wife and Children. 
I would give ten thouſand Worlds tor 
a God, and ofren----Oh what an un- 
godly Family have I! Husband cannot 
pray, Wife cannot pray, Children 
cannot pray, Servants cannot pray 
While others are ſerving their God, we 
do nothing. 
Other Friends giving him a Viſit, 
aſk'd it they ſhould pray with him? 
Mr. Child. No, it is too late.-----The 
Company of good Men are a Burden to ne. 
They preſt him to publiſh Repen- 
cance for his Book that had causd him 
\ to much Trouble, 
F: Mr. Child. T fometime thought {6 
«+ Fo de, but I am fo confufd and con- 
feunded in my Mind, that I kn not 
bat 0 do; 7 can ds nothing to pur. 
| Mr. L. (Offering him ſome good 
Counſel, and he returning no Anſwer, 
{ faid) Do you think what I ſpeak is 
| F inſignificant? Is there no Weight in 
| | what we ſay? | 

" . Mr. Child. There is not only enough 


| 
| 
| 


i iobat yea jay io raiſe a Man from 

| f Earth jo Heaven, but from Hell to Heu- 
ven, nig fuch @ one as I, who have an 
„ Heart 
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Hears of a Devil. -I have no Heart to 
road or pray; all Good is departed from me. 
Mr. Child being aſk'd how it was 
with him, anſwer'd very ill. 
Mr. M. Mean you in Body or 
Mind ? 
IVhereat he walk'd up and down the 
|; Room ver Diſconſolate, looking much 
downward. „ 
Mr. M. faid, Why do you look 
{> much downward ? Look up, for 
Salvation is not from beneath, bur 
N trom above. 

Mr. Child ræply'd, T would loo up- 
wards, bit I cannot.---To another be ſaid, 
that heli, Book cc ruin bim in Body, 
and Soul. 

Another ſaid, the Learned Dr. 
Jui in his 7 Vanditie Grotie, confef- | 

"1 es there were Depths in the Cone, 
| troverſie between Cal viniſts and a4. 
minian, which he could not fathom 
yet he believed the Truch agkuaſt the 
Armintans. , 
Mr. Child. Ob I thought 1 could 
dave dived to the Bottom of it, "by 
Parts, but I, I canns! 3 * 4 
and at many other times, ſaid, — I an 
broken in Judgment , 1 have 3 10 Conji- 
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_ ſfency in "myſelf ; Jam loſt ; there is _ 


Hope, no Hope. 

Another Friend, preſent with him, 
had mention'd and turn'd to Prov. 1, 
25, 26. Ze have ſet at —_ all wy. 
Counſel, and would none of my Reprosf 


 T alſo will laugh at your Colamity, I will 


tuoct when your Fear cometh. 

Mr. Child took the Bible, put his 
Finger. on the Place, ſhew'd it to us, 
and ſaid, That's my Portion. 

Mr. P. Speaking ta Mr, Child con- 
cerning Redemption and Forgiveneſs, 
through Faith in the precious Blood of 
Chriſt, and exhorting him to tri aſl to 
it, Mr. Child anfwer'd, 


O] cannot reach it! I cannot come at 


1 Again (with a deep Sigh) ſaid, 
The black Tokens of Reprobation ar? upon 


me. 
Mr. Ion are obliged to ſtoop to 
the Sovereignty of God, 

Mr. Child. Ob, I cannot, I would be 


abeve bim] Oh that there ſhould be an 


eternal bleſſed Being, and I fure r-ver t9 


ekjoy bim] That there ſhould he an eter- 
nal Wratb and Puniſhment, and I ſure 


to fall under it !-—T jball be an etermal 
Monument of the Wrath of G 


Thus 


—— — r N 


" Thus he ſpun his Thread of Life, 
with great Reluftancy; Fear, Horror, 


Torment and Anguith; and what is 


worſt of all, in Deſpair of the mercy 
of God ; fo that he became an Object, 
not only of Pity, but for Atheiſts to 
ſtand and admire, and tremble- 
And jo he liw'd, conremning the - L 
vice of Divines and Phyſicians, till the 
1 5th of October, 1614, mh he moſt 
miſerably became his own' Murderer, 
by Hanging himſelf in his Dwelling- 
Houſe, in Lie Tad, T 
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Mr. George Ed wards, 


1 of Stratford by 18 in the Con: 
ry of Eſex, who murder d himſelf, 
Jau. the 4th, 1703-4. 
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HE following Relation be- 
in itielf fo full a Teſtt- 
wony ot God's Judgment 
n 1 n Atheiſm and Inficie- 
n, we hope the Reader 
— beware of a "Loofſenefs in Religion, 
And che Offices of 2 Chriſtian, that this 
Land, where the Goſpel flows abe Milk 
and Honey, may never produce the like 
terrible Inſtance, 25 this Edward among 
vs, of whom I am going to give che 
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As for his birth it was at P!4iftow, in 
the Tear 1661, where he was abe | 
ted by his Parents with fo of 
Strictneſs, until he arrrv*d to Tears of 
Maturity, when he marry'd a young, 
Gentlewoman of a good Fortune, 

x verruons and godly Diſpoſition. His 
Father dying, left him a competent x 4 
ſtare, wich which for ſeveral Years,” he 4 fo 
carried on his Trade with great Dili. 
gence, and appear'd to be one of gt 
Natural Pa: ts, in all his Corverſatioi. 4 1 


— As to his Religion, he profeſpd 9 
none; and that Which he ſcemingly ad- Ah 
342 
3k 
1k 
| 


her'd to, was of the Church of EA ant 
to which he very ſeldom refarted, 
He had, no doubt, kept Co 7 
with ſome moclefn Atheiſts, which, at 
firſt ſtagger'd him, and threw himſelf” - 
upon a Belief, that All thing: u] ]] , Bags 
Nature, and that hat 3 19 


4 


| Ao 


* 


the Providence-of Gd, was'pult Ae Ph. 
cn — Tee Na 2 8 
ons thus imbiÞ led: ar 10 4 8 " 


ous afid ſenſual Life 3: and con 
. devoted him to ** A | 
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. thus confusd, muſt =} 
meet with a hurry of 2 bowgots, 
which, indeed was too , viſibly: ſeen in 
hitn, by his piqns Wife, after he had 
daily ſlept K the Fumes of CO 
Br as | 

Ia this Courſe of Life he liv'd a.con-. 
V [iderablc Time, to the great Grief of 
his godly Wife, who chen lay under a 
great” Unealinefs for the Welfarc of his 
130 mortal Soul. 


p "Ws . the Year 1698, his Pious Cones 


eo Reſtleſs at the Thoughts of his 
deplorable Condition, that ſhe; reſoly'd 


wt Conſult ſome Divine about him. In 
order; thereto, ſhe thought none, more 


Proper to unboſome her Thoughts to, 
than that eminent Divine, the | Reve- 
rend Mr. Fobn Smith, Vicar of I bam 
a Man of extenſive Charity, and great 
Learning. 

And hnce this painful Divine has 
the World a large Account of 
Y, in a Book lately Printed 
by Mr. Braun, vvichout Tem 5 
E ot pretend to give any other 
rion 5 this miſcrable Man, than * is- 
owing to the faid Book, for which the 
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who; through a Deſire of Good, gene- ; 
roufly gave leave to our Publiſhing it 


in this manner. 


To proceed then, we will begin 1 


the firſt Diſcovery of Mr. Edwards's 
Caſe, in the Reverend Mr. Smuls own 


Words. 


Bout the Yeu: * 1528, his Wife came 
| to me, lamentin his Caſe, andl de- 

ſiring that I would ſome conveni- 
ent Time to Diſcourſe with him about 
tis Opinions. I told her, 1 would. 


And, 4 tew Months after, diſcours d Ez 


him in my Gaden to this effect: 


Mr. Ed<-ards, hear you have en. 
bracd ſome very odd Opinions; FOR 


is ſaid, You do not Believe there is 


any God, or that we have — 
Souls. Is it ſo, or not? 1 thall diſe.vex = | 


nothing to your Prejudice, but 
vour to farisfy yon if can. 


He anſwer d, he had ſack Trough | 


For he belie d, all chings came 
Nature, and that when we Dy'd, ws 
was an End of us ; and hat T 

were m the World, * 
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Taſſed him, what he meant by Na- 
ture? And faid to him, Look up- 


on theſe Plants; they muſt have a 


Maker, they could not come of them- 
felves ; and do not you fee great Wiſ⸗ 


dom and Contrivarice in the Various 


Colours. and curious Compolure of 
the Parts of ever” one of EW? ?- Ft 
's impoſibl- that tl. c/ ſhoald be the Ef- 
fects of Chance, or of a blind Princi- 
ple, and therefore, if by Nature, you 
F1egn an. univerſa Power. or Being. 08 


23; with Wiſdom and Goodnets; 


bur another Name o or God, 


As to your laying, that Things. are 


in the World a they always nave been; 
do not you ſee, that chere is in the 


World a continual Succeſſion of Cauſcs, 
and Effects Is it not plain, that no- 
thing can make it ſelf? Is it not viſi- 
ble every Day, that one thing proceeds 
from another? That your Son is Be- 
ten by you, as you were by your 
ather.? And, that none of your Pro- 
penicors was any more able to make. 
if, than you were to make your 
H From Vhence it clearly, follows, 


' That Alete muſt have been one Firſt in 
ee 
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Kind. There mult have been . 


Fiſt Man f form'd.. For be 3 Be- 
ing; and conſequently Things are not 
in the World as they always were, but 
had Beginning from GOD, the Inde- +4} © 
pendent auſe and Creator of all; ane 
if fo, they muſt have an End, face the 
fame GOD, has declared they ſhall, 
and ore will not continuc for e- 
Ver, as Mey are. --- | 

Then 1 id, As to your ſelf, Do 
— think there ; 15 1OU avout you bur | 

eſh, Blood, and Bones 

He anſwer d, No, not he. 


1 alld, what is chat which. Wt 4 | 


and Coutrives 3 Coaſiders and Exan 
mines; which Argues and Diſpures,. 
Sc. Is this nothing but Matter? 
H- laid, ne could not ll, bg ahoughe- 
ROC. _ * 
Upon which. 1 him 4 None *X 
Dr. Ccot, about the Bein ac, ang 
the ſhort Method wir Dei den, 
ſir'd him to peruſe chem careally,. u 33 
ſo we parted. But in a few Weeks be 


bernd wich them again, und id 1 


have read them all over, they ee 4 


Witten as ſuch Books can ba; ce Au-. 
whers of them are Learned Men, bat 
c CORVINCE me.; 2 canngt , 's 


at: 
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' 1 iid, among other things, What do 
you think of Ae Do not you 
1 believe the Truth of that? 
$9 Hah, (reply'd he ) Grant that, and 
„ Grant all. If Scripture be proved to 
dee Divine Authority, then all your 
Religion follows, and all Docti ines are 
eaſily Accountable. | | 
Ther faid I, What have you to fay a- 
gainſt the Antiquity and Divine Au- 
thority of the Holy Scriptures, which 
have been deliver'd to us with fuch an | 
unanimous and conſtant Tradition of 
ns Divine Original, that it was Writ- 
ten in thoſe Times, and by thoſe inſpi- 
red Perſons it pretends to? 
7 He ſai d, There were many Impoitors 
in the World; that the Books of 
Scripture might be Written in Dark 
Times; and fo get Authority by De 
'  grees. Bendes (contini'd be] the Pro- 
+* tſtants and Papiſts, Lutherans and Cal- 
2 viaiſts, accuſe one another of Corrupt- 
irg the Scripture, and of many Fiults 
in their Tranſlations; and * went woe 
$ xl! what was True. 25 NY 
II told him, That "theſe were as 
- , Conjerures and Cavils; That tho E 
7 veral N Rad ** another” 8ns 
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ly of Faults in their Tranſlations ; the 
Original Hebrew and Greek could noa 
be prov'd to have been. Corrupted ; chat 
our Engliſh Tranſlations were as Exact 


as any extant; and that the Bible, tho 


ſome of it was near 4000 Years ſtanding, 
had all the Characters of Truth and 
Sincerity, and was handed to us with all 
the Proofs and Evidence of its Truth, 
that a writing was capable of, Sc. 

And here I began to examine what led 
him to theſe Atbeiſtical Opinions. Up- 
on which he reply'd haſtty, Why, 
there is ſcarce any I ice that believes 
it kor, if People did really believe 
theſe chings, would they live as they 
do? If fich and fuck zealous Difſtaters 
did indeed believe that chere wag 2 
GOD, and ſudgment to come, would 
they be ſo falſe and Knweiſth ſo Hy- 
pocritical and Malicious, Implacable 
and Uncharitable, Factious nel 
ly ? If fuch and ſuch conſtant Chureb- 
nen did in Truth believe their 2 
_ they be ſo Intempernte. anch Fro. 

ſo Sepſual, Debauch' d, Laa 


Cate? For my part, if I behev- 
| x was a God ; that the. Scrip- 
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ture is his Word ; that our Souls are 
Immortal; and that there is an Heaven 
andan Hell, I ſhould live quite otherwiſe. 
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his, 1 confeſs, was a ſmart and 
. ſurprizing Anſwer, and bears very 
'* yard upon wicked Men of all Parties, 
| |. whoſe unchriſtian Lives contradict the 


Holy Faith they profeſs. But ha- 

ving anſwer'd . to this, and brought 

him to confeſs, that there were ſome 
Profeffors of the Chriſtian Religion, 
-whoſe Lite and Converfation were A- | 
greeable to their Profeſſion, and that 
-thoſe who did not Live up to it, would 
be Angry if he ſhould fay, they Believ'd 
no God, Sc. 

' Amorg other Queftions, faid I, Pray 

- what Books do you read? I am afraid 
ſome had Authors have put theſe Noti- 
ons into your Head. 

Hle ſaid, No en 
amongſt he reſt, Judge Hale's Origina- 

tion of Mankind, and Biſhop JFilkins's 

* atural Religion. 

Theſe, ſaid I, are very good Books ; 
. them attentively and .mpartially, 
und ! 3 give you 
Satisfaction. 
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- 1 have read them 4 ſaid be) and there 
is abundance” of Learning in them, bet 
it does not convince me. 

I told him, he muſt be content wa 
ſach Evidence as the Nature of thin 
will bear, Se. -Aſter which, I faid, 
Pray to God to enlighten your Mind, 1 
but —. (recalling myſelf) how can 
you pray. that do not believe? He 
give me a dejected Ks and then 
took tis Leave. | 

+ The fixſt Sunday in Sepr. 1700, he 
came to the Communion wich his 
Brewer's. Frock, and dirty Neckcloth, 
unknown to me at firſt; he ſnatch'd the 
Bread our oi my Aiſiftant's Hands and 
ſtood up. I pointed to him tu Kncel, 
Which he did, faying, Muſt. J knee! 7 
When I came wah, the Cup to meh. 
Words, [ Drink thes 1 ae 9 caught 
hold cf the Cup, and Iwill, : 
if it be. good, and — 4 905 drank iti 
all, had not I hinder'd. This Action 
truck me wich TIorror. When Com- 
mu ion was over, he carry'd aw ay ted k 
Books from the Communion Rails, d * 
threw thera into an Hedge, but afet- 


wager: them to the 1 + 2 dal 
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The next Day 1 went to im ind 
Rithrov'd him to ſuch a Degree, that 
he mutter'd, bluſh'd, and appear'd 
diſorder'd. In the Evening he came 
to me, and acknowledg'd his Fault, 
and - ſorry for it. But perceiv- 

im ſtill to ſtick to his former O- 
— I deſir'd him to write down 
yrhat Objections he had, that I might 
anfwer them ; to which he conſented, 


g and fo parted. 


On the th of Sept. 1700, Mr, EA. 
wards brought. me 2 Paper written with 
his own: Hand, which "weed. Of the 
Being, or not Being of Cod; the Eternity 
of the World, and, The Origination, and 
Eternity of Man. At the latter End of 
which, was his own B:ltef, viz. That 


a the Werld is Eternal, and ! of Ma tter exiſt- 4 


ing without any more \ Power than Matte 
an Motion ; and that all Men go to their 


Mother, th: Earth, and there End. | 
To which Paper, I writ him an An- 


wer, es 18, 1700, in nyo oma 
im wl 


I all the Tendern-fs and Plain- 
» hefs I could. Upon this I was told 
chat he had been heard. to fay, An 
ATHEIST! I do roi believe there i 
e 25 2 8 2 fer there. 1s no - 


2 2 George Ears 


| Mun of Senſe, who conſiders Thiugs, Int 
5 miſt. acknowledge a Deity. © © 
| But he was only brought to chat fear- 
ful State, to fear and tremble 7 and, to 
drive away fuch Thoughts, addicted 
himſelf to lewd and vicious Courſes, 
and kept Company with baſe Women; 
and had gotten the foul Diſeaſe. . 
Not long after this, he was queſti- 
on'd before the Honourable Sir G. V. 
upon the account of a naughty Woman, 


| who was ſeen to go into his Houſe one | 
| Sunday, when al! his Family Was ar | 


Church, but never ſcen to come nut 
again, as if he had murder'd and hid 
her ; but-as this went no farther, we 
will [ave it, and return to hing*who 
continued to run on in Infidelity,” Im- 
penitence, and Drunkennets, In his 
Drink he was mad, and out of it, in 
melancholy defpairing Condition, not- 
withſtanding alt the Endeavours his Re- 


lations nd others us d lor bis Cones: 1 


gon. ; 4 
Thus he hurryd away * Nei 
Time, till his Eſtate "ris: Fo mo 


and bis Affairs ran backwards ; 
Thanghts of which, with the 
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; threw bim. into ctream 2 


dhe continu Fd till the bin 
ry. 1703-4, When having far 


— kept on Sunday at Home, in his me- 
1 Humours, as he us'd to be 
aer Drinking. On the Tue/day fol- 
| Abbwing he bid his Wife go to Bow, 


there: In the mean time he ſhyt him- 
5 fſelf. ap in a Chamber, kindled a Fire, 
Ad prepared chings for his moſt un- 
„ natural and wicked Deſign upon his 
een Life. When his Wife « came Home 
.- abgut. Noon, ſie wert up to the Cham- 


. Teig a prophane, dec 


Pay on Saturday at an Alehouſe, . 


about the (Uncerns of their 8 : 


©», bet-Door, and knock'd ; after a While 

de afk'd, I bo is there ? She anſwet' d. 
+ Is. {; Will you come down a, Dunmer 7 
He faid,. No, Child ; Go deu I po 
after 4 while ſent up the Ma 


7. George Edvard: "499 


the had kept the: Door bard till 
nom, but having prepar'd all thingy tog 
it, he unbarr'd it juſt as he went d 8 
dis own. Exccution, which Was 0 
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He bad a 1 5 A "rl 
a ſcrew'd- barrel er the * 
thete he had rais'd 3 
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. off at 9nce, and manderkl him 5 
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e was the dreadfut End of his A- 
 theifn and Infidelity, his Irreligion 
and Impiety. In. this horrible manner 
2 - did he cut off his Life and Hopes at 
. one Blow, and, without any Fear of” 


Bf launch? d out into an | unalterable 
ternury, | 


wore Judgments on ſeveral other 


3 
N the whole Tok of Cod we in 


rr more grievous or terrible 
I þ pronounc'd on any Sin than 
az re poſtacy ; is, that a wilful fall-- 
th ing awsy —— the Truths of che Goſ- 
A manifeſted unto us; or when Per- 
for Fear of Mcn, Temptations of 
3 = Gaim, or Preferment, Compliance with 
"x Fuffetons of a vain wicked World, 
Fay ther Carnal Motive, make Ship-- 
wn * of — Sh der +3 


2 
3 * | Fokker Account| of 4 Gt FA : 
* 
5 


* - * . 
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-. God, or Regard to the Good of his 


We . 2 Es. "EM 1 
blefied and reFinitinaions of Gia, "HEY 

Which they ere partakers of; SR J 

= read without trembling, or con. 

| er without Horror, thoſe repeated, = 

3 poſitive, and aſtoniſhing Determinations 2 
5 of God himſelf, by the unerring Pen of 

* his Apoſtle? It is. impoſſibſe for thoſe 


who were once enlightened, ang have... 

. raſtzd of the heavenly Gift, aud weren 

made Partakets of the Hay Ghoſt, and -- 1 
have dene e od; | 
„ _. the Power of 3 5 — 4 
+ ſhall fall aways? e 


unto Repentance, Wa ing the 
themſchves the dea f God Tk 41 
put him to an open Shame. . 4 | 
and 20. If we fin witfultygd ie that 
We? bes ara * 82040 Te pe 2 
Truth, there fm % give Tent 
fog Sim, wy e 


| ORE PTS; 


„The Em peror 7  ulay an, 5 = 


maus to all Generations, 'by 1 ame 
- of Apoſtate, was bred up in the Chriſtian 
Faith, and for his Learning admitted to 
be a Reader in the Church of Nicodemia, 
© afterwards being ſeduced by certain 
Pagan Sophiſters, turd | Heathen, and 
by various ſubtil Arts endeavour'd to 
"root gut the Chriſtian Religion, but ne- 
* bt after he had declu”d himfelf ſuch 
a Renegade, proſper. in any of his Un- 
e in an unfortunate 
F Pan, being 
- ſhot with, an "Ano by an : unknown 
12 receiv'd Ins own Blood, guſh- 
ing out of the Wound, EN Palm of 
dis Hand, and in 2 Nr Ir 


1 RE in all reſpects maſh iſerable. 
* bs deſgend is latter Tanga, Hau 


„ 


EE from Chriſtianity, fen | WF: | 


egen © "all — . and 


King of Nanurte, Father, 
4 n nt; i fi Rag ; 


. 


and Perſon, and became a Perſecut 5 6} 


' he was deprived of his own Crown; 
and God in Juſtice (who never leaves” - 


cover to an immature and violent Death, 
for 4 Bullet took him off within bis n 15 


in Roan. e 


ny pirc!vd Battles Aid. he 
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Ania, and the Provinces of the 5 paniard, 
left the Proteſtants both in Profeſfioi 


of thoſe whoſe Protector he was F 
whilſt his ambitious Hopes upon Spain, 


any, that frft leaves not him) gave bim, 


Trenches, befieging the poor Prot 1 


. Henry che IVth, kis Son, ng 
fight, yer 
came of both with Safety and Victory? = 
FLOW many Dangers did he chgapez (even 74] | 
to Admiration, whilſt he kept fim o 
the Proteſtant Religion, in which he 
was bred, and continued at Diſtance ” 
with the Pope ? But when for politicxkxk 
andy « 0 — he dated e F = | 
rs FED | 


. g for frag ay 
firm Poſßeſſiog 9 * 
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himſelf to > be formally retoncibd to the . 
Church of Rome, did not long furvive 
this High Treaſon againſt the King of 
kings : For firſt a young Feſuit with a 
Dagger ſtruck him into the mouth a2 
| fa Warning on tho Lips which had 
tenounc'd the Truths of his Redeemer) 
5 .* and ſtill per ſiſting without Repentance, 
Hon after a Pop iſb A uviliac ſtab d him to 
de Heart, in his Coach, as he was paſ- 
lung over the new Bridge at Paris. 
4. The late famous French General 
Marſhal Turenne had lived Threcſcore 
Years and upwards in the Reform'd 
Communion, but at kft, byT know not 
what Court Poyfon, or Jeſſut's Charm, 
( {contrary to the Reſolution of WT Po- 
R who being tempted to a- 
„ an{wered, Theſe — Atl ave 1 
* 1 _ ae neuer wanted any 
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= War with Germany 1 — 
once I heard a Papiſt upbraid a Prote- 
ſtant, with this Gentleman's; Change of 
Religion, ſaying, You ſee Turenne when 
he gret old, was willing to dig inthe Arms 3 
of our Mother Cburcb. To Which! 
Proteſtant very well r zu, © 
*twwas, oben be was dd; and *tis ry i 
ftrauge ta hear that femme Men in 4b 51 
2 iars, begin to dote, for fail 
ung Solon rovꝰd an old Idalator. 
8. Melanitbon (that Phenix of SA 
»y) has 2 Relation of Apoſtacy viſibly, 
* Jin a certain Taylor's 


who being for 2 while a zealous. Prot: 
for of the Proteſtant Religion, after-- 
wards removing to another N bi was 


perſuz.legl by ſome of his Co 
to turn Papiſt again, and did with chem,” 
go to Mas, and rective the Sacrament” 
but in one kind; but. at laſt returning. 
again to kis old Maſter, (who was 18 1 
| norant of the Fellows Relapſe, bur ſee-: 

ing bim neglecting to participate af f 
Lord's Stepper] he began to admoniliy 

— Docs cherees > 0 all vo" by] 
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1 2 - e 3 
Mater! I am untrtby of tha: holy 
I bavt deny the Gefpel, and am 
become the Devi” perpetual Vaſſal. With 
theſe Words in his Mouth, he fuddenly 
i flung himſelf out of the Window,- and 
che Fall burſt out his Bowels. 
TT, * * One Batamus that beſong'd to the 
court of Ingaiſition, had, in his 
bl imbib'd Pins Principles of true 
bh Wie, but the Vanities of the World 
don choak*d that good Seed, and being 
prefer d to 2 gainful Place in the Pope's 
 Shambtes, (for fo I may call the bloody 
2 Eutin) thought he ſhould not de- 
ſerve it, unleſs he became a moſt gric- 
vous Perſecutor of thoſe whom his Con- 
ſeience el him were the” Faithful 
Servants of God. As the Proverb aſſures 
u, That one Renegado is worſe than ten 
_ Turks % Experience ſhews, chat when 
” anhf- that have formerly own'd Religion, 
* revol from it, they of all others become 
* + the fierceſt arid moſt barbarous Perfecu- 
ers of it ; fearing belike, thar they ſhall 
will be fulpected to he of the depreſſed 
Bens if they do not put off all%Hu- 


4rowards* them, and to hehe 
\ Centr "of Heveticks, E. 2 


This v Tenn fe 
Was an 8 
755 bufic as he to find dur, . 
, deftroy, and torment” Y | 
| thit wolld/ not bohferm ts Ol 1 
Doetrines, and vile Saperſtirien f . F 
But in the midft of his Carter, E — 3 
with him, and ſuddenly ſtruck ! . -D AF 4 f 


inwardly and © outwardly © wick 1 N 
of Soul and bodify Piſcaſts, . ther”. © 
his Eyes were opened, bur not to Re- +} 
penrange, but to Deſpair ;. Aﬀoniſh- * 
ment feiz" him, and lie Was N 1 


* 15 
9 


whelmed with Confuffion and Horro 

fo that he ſent 'for ſeveral jearned 
Men, and being in the Extremity ＋ gl 
Deff * freely af his own gd 0 


con nk a is DEN in Bom SE 5 
rm ien is. my, Sin ; be > e 15 4 


8 — and willin 1 inſt m 5 
1  KeSlecie, "Apa; es” Diethees 2 


* my Conſcience, Have im Ay 
* 2 in che Devil's 5 FS 


KY «> 


rone,... and to 

8 W l Lg and d Laſts 
and Pleaſures, the Malice and Re- 
85 * 'of vile and wicked Men, be- 
ö .4 & the Glory of God, the Chari- 
3 Which 1 9 5 0 to my. Ne eighbours, 
1 9 9 Eh Reverence which I ought 
1 * Re paid to the Divine Com- 
r ? | Alas! Thus * F: fined 


* 5 a v and am r into his 
"_ 33 — Hlenceforwards behold 
** «< nat Latamus as a Man, but as a very 
Der; and if your Eyes were o- 
pen ven would believe my Hands 
3 2 Feet already deform d, and 
+. © horrible, with filthy Claws; Se. £2 
2 | The Learned Men that came 0 vific 
* were aſtoniſh'd at theſe Diſcour- 

_y Lie 34.0 2 the 
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from a Senſe of the Wrath of =. .4 
and Horror of Conſcience. Flowever 
one of them, a Doctor of Divinity, 
and his intimate Friend, begin with 
2 long and chriſtian Diſcourſe to - 
hy him, endeavouring to demon - - "M8 
to him from God's Word, Thay 1 
was no Sin fo grievous, bur bull 97 
Grace and Mercy of God mi 
pardon'd. To which Latamut mm 
anſwer' d, That he was net ignorant * 
there were many Places in 710% Writ, 
moſt excellent, and exceeding full of 
Comfort, but tho* they were full a 
Comfort, they were nothing to him, 
for he wanted Faith and Reliance anon 
God, and knew already for a certain, 74 
that the Sentence of Damnation was 
gone forth againſt him. And (id 
He) that you max not doubt there 
of, you ſhall ſes that on chis Bed 
whereon 1 lye, I ſhall, wit ever 
being able to riſe from it, fudc 4 
Dye, but rake me for an 2 . 
and let me be a Warning x 
for this Cauſe I 1 for 2 — 
hither, that 1 keg by me Admoni- _- 
ſhed, you may. Repent, and give 
over n of. the che faithful Ser- 
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Fants of God. This and much more 
to the ſame Purpoſe having ſaid, he fell 
into horrible Roarings and Howlings, 
and ſo in the Preſence of them all ex- 
dir d; his Countenance and whole Bo- 


7 as was Recorded in this very man- 
y che Learned Hincelius, I. De 
een, who atteſts it for 2 certain 
notoi ious Truth. 


5 The Remartabie History of John Diazius, 

8 ard his barbarous Brother. 

5 7. Jobn Diazius was born in Spain, b 
* brought up at School, afterwards he 


1 went to Paris, to ſtudy the Arts, 
i where he continu'd 13 Years: But it 
[ pleas'd God, that whilſt he read over 
the holy Scriptures, and fome of Lu- 

| er's Books, and other Proteſtant 
s Divines, he began to ſce and abomi- 
nate the Errors of Popery. Ard 

[ therefore to further himfel in the 
; Fnewledge and Study of the Truth, 
he went to Geneva, and thence to 

0 Ssratibureb, where Martin Bucer ob- 
fſerving b Learning, Piety and Dilt- 
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gence, obrair?d of the Senate, that 4 
he ſhould be join'd with him, to go 1 
to the Diſputation at Ram, and 
when he came ey; 1 went to 
Peter Mulvinda, a Spariard, the Pope's 
Agent in Germany, who, when fie 
knew that he came in the Comp 
with Bucer and the other P 
Divines, he was much aſtoniſn'd, 00 
admir'd how he was ſo much chan 
from that which he knew him to be 
at Paris, and withal he fretted ex- 
credingly that they had gotten a Co- 
mard amongſt them, preſumi ing that 
they would Triumph more in hin 
chan in many Germans , whereupon 2 7 
j he left no means uneflay'd, to draw : 
him back again to the Church of Rome ; a 
ſoractimes making large Proffers and 
Promiics unto him, other times chreat- 
ning ſcvere Puniſhmenes, and mixing 
both with carneſt Entreaties: But 4.5 
when by no means he could prevail j 
to divert him from the Truth, he ſent 
for his Brother Al phonſut Diazins; one 
of che Pope's Lawyers, from Nome; 
who hearing that luis Brother was 
turnꝰd Proteſtant, came ſpeedily into 
| G 2 | Germany h 
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Germany, bringing a notorious Ban- 
ditti, or Cut-Throat with him: When 
bie came to Rati5hon, Diaxius was de- 
b parted to Newburg, about Printing of 
a2 Book of Bucer s; which Alphonſuns 
i hearing of, ſoon follow'd him thither ; 
ee, alter long debaung of matters 
25 df Religion between the two Brothers, 

odpbin;us gary - the Heart of his Bro- 
cher Jebn to be conſtantly planted on 
f the fare, Rock of God's Truth, that 
; neither Preferments would allure him, 
F nor Threats terrifie him, both having 
0 been us'd by the Pope's Agent : And 
f that he himfcif by no Perſwaſion could 
2 revail wih him to return to Popery, 
We: feign'd himſcif friendly to take his 
. ow» of him, and fe departed. But 


4 - ſhortly after he returned again with 
| this Ruffian, whem Alpbenſus {ending 
74 cliſguis d with a Letter to his Brother, 
2 Jobs Diazius was reading the Let- 
4 ter, this bloody Murtherer cleft his 
Head with an Hatchet he had prepared 
for that purpoſe : This happen'd An. 

; »o Chriſti, 1546, and this Inhuman Cain 
was highly commended by the Papiſts 
2 tor it. But the Lord would not ſaffer 
7 | --  fuch 
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fach an unnatural Villa ny to go unpu- 
riſn'd, for not long after he was 4 do. Fa 
ged and huned Wich the Paris -g of his 
own Contents, Unit being at Trent, 


when the Council was held there, he 


Liang'd himſelf about the Neck of his 
8 Vue. 


b. There was one Burton the Bas 


| of Cr „hand! In Lin- our fhire, who, in K | 


Edward the Stxth's time, was ſeeming⸗ 
ly a zealous Proteſtant ; bat as ſoon' 
as ever crucl Queen Mary came to the 
Crown, he openly tura'd Papiſt, and 
endeavour' wo ſtir up his Neighbours 
to introduce che Meſs ; who being rs 
forward in it, the Lord's Day toll OW- 
ing, this Burton went to the Curate, 


, Sirrah, will you act ſay 
Maß? uckile your ſelf to it, 7 


Kneve, or by Ged's blood will fheath my 
Dagger in thy Houlders The h 


poor 
Curate being affrighted herewith, be- 


took himſcit to read the Mats + but 


ſhortly after, as this Burton, with one 
of his Neighbours, rode together u 

the Fen-bank, a Crny (as it appear'd to 
be, and with her uſual Note) flew o- 
ver his Head, and voiding her Excre- 


ments, it fell on his Noſe, and ſo ran 


3 G 3 down 
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down upon bis Beard, 4 ſtank ſo 
horribly, as fet him a vomiting. 

a moſt viclent manner; a 
haſt'nrng home, he betcok himſelf ro 
Bed, but could Fat nothing ; and the 


Stench and Vomiting ſtill continuing 


with fearful Oaths and Execrations he 
lay Curling the Crow tor thus Poyfon- 
ing of him, ard ſo remain'd in ex- 
tream and continual Torrents for two 
or three Days, and then raving, and 
without any Signs of * OT 
fear of Go, Dyed. 

9 One Pavier, the Town Clerk of 
London, in the Days of King Henry the 
Sch, 2 Cruel Enemy to the True Pro- 
feſſors of the Goſpel, Swore an Oath, - 


That if the King would fer forth the 


Scriptures ia Zxgli/5, rather than he 
would live to fre it he would Cur 
his own Throat; but he broke his 
Word, for he did not C ut his Throat, 
but ſoon after (thinking belike a Dog's 
Death more fir for him than a Cait's) 


: Hang d himſelf. 


io: One Koc#wood (of which 1 Family, 
there are many Papiſts to this Day in 
Suffolk, ane ore of them was executed 
tor the Gun- Powder Treaſou-Plot) was a 
great 
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great ſtirrer up of the Perf:cution * wt 
gainſt God's People in Calais (haforę A 
Queen Mary, to " the everlaſting Inf; | 
my, and Diſſervice of the Figl Na+ . ; 
tion, ſuſfered that important Town £6 : 
be loſt to the French) but being ſu l- 
denly ſtruck with Sickneſs, he lay ſta- 

ring and raving, and perpetually cry- 

ing out; All too Late, for I have mailcts. 
o (ou 27 the Death of many godly Per- 
us, "and againſt ive Light of my own Cotte 

fence, and therefore, All too late] all 100 
late And chus he continued unto his 

nd. 

11. Thoma. ; Blair 1 2 Piya 4 
to the King of the Scots, was a great 
Proſecutor of the reformed Chriſtians 
in that Kingdom, but being by God 
ſmitten with "Sicknets, he fell into De- 
ſpair, crying out, hat be was damn'd aj 

aCaſt-away ; that he was damm d without : 
n Kc. And when the Monks 4 

1 


S- my N.. YC ©Ld. xc @- 


came to his Bed- de, and pretended to 
comfort him, he ſnid, Be gone with 
your Trumperies and F ooleries: I never 
Xi!! now, believed there was eicher God 
or Devil, Heaven, or Fest; I had n. 
more eſteem ot your Religion, tun i ö 


had of che Protejtarts : In what I did, 
G 4 3 
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i acted only as a Politician; to get Pre- 

ferment and Money; ard to that pur» 

. poſe I engaged on the Biſhoq's belialf, 

q as thinking them the ſtrongeſt Side, 

| and that would buſt gratify my hopes, 

| and fo I prevail'd with the King to (t 

+ _ out their Adverſarics. All your Me 

and your Faſtings can do me no good, 

for I am damiid, and the Devil hath * 

| me already in his Gripes to carry me 

| o Hell, there to torment me to Eterni- 
ty, according to my Deſerts.— In which 

mer: cle Condition he dyed, without 

nun fign of true Repentarce. 3 

12. One Lartm., who ſeemed to have 

* had fome Taſte of the Goſpel in his 

© Younger Years, feeing the Storms of 

Perſecution begin to ariſe, not only for- 

ſook the truth. but for Gain turn'd an 

Informer againſt, and Perſecutor of fuch 

as conſtantly profefs'd it; and particu- . | 

larly he diſcover'd and apprehended one 

E ples, who for Religion thereupon ſuf- 

fered Death. But foon after, he him- 

ſelf, for a ſmall Crime, was Arraign'd, 

Condemn'd, and Hang'd. And as he 

| ſtood at the Bar to reccive Sentence of 

Death, be ſald publickly, This is juſtly 

feilen upen me fer betraying toe 2 

2 * 
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that juſt Man, George Eagles, who thro. 


my means was Condemned, and I ſold bis 
Life for a little Money. 

13. That exemplary Judgment of 
God poured out upon Siepben- Gardiner, 
Biſhop of Winchefter in Q. Mary's Days, 


all Generations will have cauſe to re- 


member, and admire. This cruel Bi- 
ſhop, upon the Day wherein reverend 
Latimer, and learned Ridley were to be 
burnt at Oxford, was io eager upon 


their Deaths, that although ſome great 
Noblemen came to Dine with him that 
Day, yet he would not ſu down to 


Dinner, till one of his Servants, whom 


he had ſent thither on purpoſe, coming 
Poſt from Oxford, about Four of the 
Clock in the Afternoon, - brought the 


News that Execution was done u 
them. 


to Dinner, and was very merry, but 


before he had eaten many Bits, a ſud- 


den ſtroke of God's Hand fe] ſore up- 


on him, inſormuch that he was carried 


immediately to his Bed, tn, which he 


continued for Fiſteen Days, in intol- 


lerable Anguith and, Torments, ey 


rotting above Ground, during all e 
mer he could. wit — As : 


1 2 N 1 "Is 4 , . „ — 0 
pt file + 21 * 8 —_ * 


Then the Wresch haftervd 


; 


% 


I 
go OY ener Og” IT” "aaa. 


7 
| 


* 


— 


added. her by Stool or "Urine; 


Bis Tongue alſo hurg out of his Month, 


Swoln and Black, and fo he Larguiſh'd, 


and Puicd away in great 2 and 
Miſery. 
For a Conclifion, as I would not 


Hreaſ an bruiſed Reed, nor be altogether 


a Beanerges, 1 humdering and Lighten- 
ing out of Judgments, but be alſo a Bar- 
nabas., a Son "Con olation, and pour Balm 


of Gilead uw. to thoſe Wounded ee 


who out of human Frailty, and, Satan 


| Suggeltlons, and che W Orld's Tims 


tiot s, may too far Comply againſt the | 
Dictares of their own Conſciences, : ind 
for the fame, may happen to be frmitten 
with th> Terrors of the Lord. I ſhall 


here add cne Eminent Example of a 


great Light of the Church that fell in 


"that ind, and was brought to the very 


Brink of Deſpair, and yet by God's 
Grace Repented, and was ha; pity -cito- 
red. Bat It not the Reader think a 
ſtipht' or ſuperhcia! Repencance would 
ferve the Turn; you thall foar; perceive 
by the Vehemence of his Ex 

ceding from a Heart all over in 
Befuddans and: Agonies; what Soul- 
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could receive any G zlimpſe of Comfort 
The Cafe is that of Origen, a Perſon 
for Learning, Zeal, and other Giſts, 
as Famous as any in the Primitive 
Church, after the Apoſtle's Days. Ia 
the Reign of Decius, for the Doctrine 
of Chriſt, he underwent Bands, and Tor- 
ments in his Body, Wracking, and Bars 
of Iron, Dungeons ; beſides feveral 7 
Threats of Death and Bur: aing, Sc. At 
length hearing that ſome Chriſtians 
were carried to an Idol Temple, to force 
them to Sacrifice, he out of his Zeal, ran 
thither to incourage and diffuade. them 
from it: When his Adverſaries ſaw 
him, they let go the other, and laid hall 
upon him, pang him to his Choice, 
Whether he would offer Incenſe to the. 
Fdo!, or have his Body defiled wich a 
i'eu! and Ugly Blackmoor. He cb 
to offer Incenſe. Then did they 2 
ſentiy put Incenſe into his trembling 4 
Hands, and whiltt he demurꝰ d upon v7 
they took his Hands, and dauſed lm ; 
throw it into the Fire, ab@ thereug 1 
4 


preſ=ntly cryed out, Origen bath Sac _ a 
cred, Origen bath Sacrificed. After thts 
Fact he was Excommunicated by, 
N tk and _— Alled . 
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and Sorrow, he left Alexandria, and 
came to Fernialem, where he was even 
cConſtrained by Importunity to Preach 
to them. He took his Bible, open'd it, 
and the firſt place he caft his Eye upon, 
was this Scripture. * Untc the Wiched, 
Cod ſaiin, 4 why gaſi thou preach my Law, 
and late my Ctvenant into thy Mouth? 
Palm 50. 16. — When he had read 
= theſe Words, he fare down and burſt 
out into abundance of Tears, the whole 
Congregation Weeping with him alfo, 
fo that ht was rot able to ſay any more 
mo HEY After this he wandred up 
and doum in greS Grief and Torment 
of Conſcience, and wrote the following 
Lamentation. 


N che bitterneſs of Grief of Mind, I go 
—_ to ſpeak unto them, who ſhatl 
hereafter read this confuſcd Writing. Bur 
how canl ſpeak, when my Tongues tyed 
up, and my Lips dare net once more 
wag? My T ongue doth not his Office; my 
Throat is dried up, and all my Senſes and 
. Inftrgents are potiuced with Iniquity.— 

ie = ge Saints and blefied of God, with wa- 
Bj 2 and wet Cheeks ſoaked in 


8 Nun, L berech you to fall 
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tender my Caſe, and pity my Perſon, that 
am ſo dangerouſly Wounded! Py me, 
Le ** Friends, jos that 1 have now. 
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down before the Seat of 4 Almighty God, 

for me miſerable Sinner, who by reafon of 
ray Sins, dare notcraveought at the Hands 
of God. --- Woe is me, becauſe of the 
Sorrow of my Heart. Woe is me, my 
Mother, that ever thou broughteſt me 
forth. A righteons Man to be conver- 
ſant in unrigliteouſneſs? An Heir of the 


Kingdom of God to be an Inheritor of the 


Kingdom of Satan? A Miniſter to be 


found wallowing in Impiety ? A Man ; 


beaurihed with Honour and Dignity, to 


be in the end blemiſhed with Shame and 


Ignominy. -A lofty Terret, yet ſudden- 
ly thrown .to the Ground! A "I 
Light, yct torthwith darkned! A fruith 

Tree, yet quickly wither' d! A running 


Fountain, yet by and by dried up. W 
is me, that ever I was decked with ow 


and Graces, and now teen pititully de 
ved of all. — But who will miniſter v4 
ſture to my Head ? And who will give 


Streams of Tears unto my Eyes, that 1 
may bewail my ſelf in this my ſorrowful 


plight ? Alas! O my Miniſtry, how ſhall 
I lameat thee 2 Oh all ye my Friends, 


, wodden © 
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wrodden under Foot the Seal and Cogni- 
ſance of my Profeſſion ; and joyned in 
League with the Devil. Pity me, O ye 
my Friends, for that I am rejected and 
caſt a way from before the Rzce of God 
Almighty. There is no Sorrow compara- 
ble to my Sorrow; there is no Affliction 
that exceecls my Afﬀiction ; no Bitterneſs 
that paſſeth my Bitterneſs; no Lamen- 


tation more Lamentable than mine; nei- 


ther is there any Sin greater than mine; 
and there ie no Salve for me. Where is 


that good Shepherd of Souls? Vivre is 


he that went down from Ferr/aiem to 
Jericho, winch falved and cured him that 
was wounded by Thieves? Sect me out, 
O Lord, that am fallen from the higher 
Jeruſaiem; which hus broken the V ow 
which | made in Baptiſm, Sc. Alais! that 
ever ! was Doctor. and now occupy not 


the room of 1 Diſciple. Thou knoweſt,O 


Lord, chat I fell againſt my Will; where- 
as I went about to enlighten others, ] 
darkened my ſelf. When I end-avoured 
to bring ethers from Death to Lite. 1 
© my lf from Life to Death: 


"When I minded to preſent others before 
God, I preſented my iclf before the Devil: 


I" I defired to be found a Friend apt 
Frou 
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Favourer of Godlineſs, I was tount a Foe, 
and a furherer of Iniquiry : When I fer 


my ſelf againſt the Aſſemblies of the Wic- 


ked, aid reproved thcir doings, there 


found I thame, and the moſt peſtilent 
Wound of the Devil. Some promuſed me 
ta be Baptiſed 3 but after that I paſſed 


from them, the Devil that fame Night 
rransform'd himſelf into an Angel of 
Light, and faid unto me, When thou ave 
up in the Morning, go on and perſuade 
them, and bring them unto God. But the 


Devil going before me, prepared the 


Way, Sc. and I, O unhappy Creature; 


ſcipping out of my Bed at the dawning 
Day, could not finiſn my wonted Devoti- 
on, neither accorapliſn my uſual Prayers; 
defiring that all Men right be ſaved, anti 
come to the knowledge of the Truth, 


whilft in the mean time I wrapped my felt 


in the Snares of the Devil. I gat me to 


tnofe wicked Men, and required them to 
perform the Covenant macle. h Nigbt 
before. I, filly Soul, knowmg not their 
fſudbtilty, till we came to the Um. O 
blinded Heart. how didſt thou norremem- 
ber? Ot fooliſh Mind, how didft thou. 
not berkink thy fell ? O witlefs Brain, h 
didſt thou not underſtand ?- But it was. 
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ihe Devil that hulled thee aflcep, and jo vs 
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the end, ſlew chy unhappy and wretched 
Soul. O chou Devil, what haſt thou 
done unto me? How haſt thou Wounded 
” me? I bewailed ſometimes the Fall of .* 
Sampſon, but now have Fallen worſe m 
ſelf: Sampſon had his Hair cut of, but the 
Crown of Glory is fallen off my Head. 
Sampſon loft the carnal, Eyes of his Body, 
but my ſpiritual Eyes are put out. It was 
the W ilinefs of aWomanthatbroughrCon- 
fuſion upon him; but it was iny Tongue 
that brought me into this finful Condition. 
Alas! my Church liveth, yet I am a 
Widdower. My Sons are alive, yet I am 
* barren. Every Creature rejuyceth, and [ 
alone ain deſolate and forrowtu}, Sc. Be- 
wail mc O ye bleſſed People of God, who 
am baniſhed from God. Bewail me, who 
am ſnut out of the Wedding Chamber of 
Chriſt. Bewail me who am abhorred of the 
Angels, and ſevered from the Sain s. 
Whoknoweth whether the Lord will have 
mercy on me, and whether he will pity 
my Fall? Whethe#he will be moved with 
2 my Deſolation? Whether he will have 
A, to my Humiliation, and enclineall 
bis tender Compathons towards me? I 
„ Will proſtrate myſelf before the Threſhold. Z 
vat e of his. e wy may | 
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Savour of God tread upon me who am 


rit, and give me Grace to Repent; 
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= all People, both ſmall and great, 

aying dato thein, trample and tread me 
I Foot, who am the unſavoury Salt; 
tread upon me, who have no Taſte, nor 


fit for nothing. 

Now let the Elders mourn. for that the 
Staff whereon they leaned is fallen. 

Now let the young Men mourn, for 
that their School-maſter is fallen. 

Now let the Virgins mourn, for that 
the advancer of Virginity is defiled. 
Now let the Miniiters mourn, for chat 
their Patron and Defender is — 
fallen. 

Woe is me, chat I fell fo lewdly! Woe 
is me, that I fell moſt dangerouſly, _y 
cannot rife again! Aſſiſt me, O holy 
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the Fountain of Tears be opened, and 
Guſh out into Streams, to ſee if ven- 
ture I may have Grace throdghl to Re- 
pent, and to wipe out of the NR ef my. |, 
Conſcience, the Accuſations printed chere: 
in againſt me. But thou, O Lord, think _ 
not upon my polluted Lips, neither 0 | 
thou the Tongue that hath uttered led 
things, but accept of my Repentar ce, and 
have Mercy upon me, and raiſe me up 
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out of the Mire of Corruption, for the 
Puddle thereof hath even choaked me up. 
Woe is me, that was ſometimes a pearl | 
gliſtering in the golden Garland of Glo- 
ry, but now am thrown into the Duit, 
and trodden in the Mire of Contempt. 
Woe is me, that the Salt of God now lien | 
bon the Dunghill, —_ = 
| Now I will addreſs my elf, and turn 
my Falk unto Ged. Why haſt thou lifted 
mare up, and caſt me down? I had not com- 
mitted this Impiety, unleſs thou hadſt 
withdrawn thine Hand from me. But 
why, © Lord, haſt thou ſhut my Mouth 
by the holy Prophet David? How; have 
I been the Firſt that ſinned, or am I the 
1 Firſt chat fell? Why haſt thou forſaken 
mee, being deſolate, and baniſhed me from 
5 amongſt thy Sans, and aſtoniſhed me, 
' . When ſhould preach thy Law? David 
- ,  himielf, who hach hut up my mouth, 
„ finned ted bil in thy ſight, yet upon Re- 
PpPentance, thou receiwedſt him to mercy. 
Peter, that was a Pillar, after his Fall. 
| Wipes it away with ſalt Tears, not con- 
tinuing long in the Puddle of Infidelicy. 
1 Now I humbly beſzech thec, O Lord, 
! call me back, for chat I have trodiden a 
maoſt perilous and deſtctive Way; grant 
"on 1 „ me 
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me that good Guide and Lafirefinr the | 
Holy Ghoſt, that I become not the Ha- 
bitation of Devils; but that I may tread 
under Foot the Devils that trad upon me, 
and overcoming all his Slights, may be 
again reſtored to the. Joys of thy Salvation. 
=. Now all ye which behol. 4 my ound, 
tremble for F ear. and take heed that ye 
ſlumber not, nor fall into the like Crune ; 
but rather let us aſamble together, anc. 
rend our Flearts, St. I mourn and am 
ſorry at the Heut Root, Oye myFriends, 
that ever foi iel, S.. 
et the Angels lament over me, be- 
cauie of this my dangerous Fall. 

Let the Aſſemblies of Saints lamens 
over me, for that I am fevered from | 
their bleſſed Societies. : 

Let the holy Church lament over me, 
for that Lam! wotully declined. 

Let all the People lamengaver me, for 
that I have my Deatb's Wound. 

Bewail me, that am in like caſe with the 
teprobate Fetus; for this which was {aid 

unto them, why doft thou Preach my 
Law, c. now 233 alike in my Ears; 
What ſhall I do, that am thus beſet mich 
manifeſt Miſchiefs. Alas, O Death, with 
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chief haſt thou brought unto me? II 
| haſt thou pierced my Breaſt withthy poy- 
ſonous Dart? Thinkeſt thou, that my 
Rum will avail any ching at all? Think- 
eſt chou to procure to thy felt any Eale or 
Reft.whilft that I am grievouſly torment- 
Doecle W he is able to fie. 16ie untorhee, whe- 
ther my Sins be wiped and done away ? 
Whierhe: I ſhall not again be coupled 
with, and made a Companion to the 
Saints? O Lord, I fall before thy Mercy- 
ſeat, have Mercy upon me, who mourn thus 
dut of meaſure; becauſe I have greatly of- 
tended. Rid my Soul, Lord, from the 
roaring Lyon. The Afſe:nbly of the Saints 
_ death make interceſſion tor me, who am an 
— Shew mercy,O Lord, 
to thy wandring Sheep, who is ſubject to 
the rending Teeth of the ravenous Wolf, 
Save me, O Lord out of his Mouth. Let 
my Sack · cloth be rent afunder, and gird 
me with Joy and Gladneſs. Let me be again 
received into the Joy of my God. Le me 
be. thought —_ of his Kingdom, 
throughthe earneſt Petitions ofthe Church, 
which ſorroweth over me, and humbleth 
hexſcit to Jeſus Chriſt, in my behalf? To - 
whom with the Father and the Holy Ghelt, 
"mT 2 all Glory ange ſor ever 
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gerous Journey, and ſafe Arrival at the 
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1, ant, converting of kan to 
the Faith of his Blefſed Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
Corrected and much enlarg'd by the 
Author, for the Benefit of a tempted and 


0 dejected Chriftian. The 8th Edition, wich 
his Character, 


The Progreſs of Sin: Or, The Tra- 


yo of * 55 Wherein the Pedi- 


gree, (or Origina)) Antiquity, - 
Subelty, Evil Nature, and prevailing 
Power of Sin is fully diſcovered; In an 


Apt and Pleaſant Allegory. Together 


with the great Victories he hach obtained, 


and the Abominable Evils he hath Cone 


to Mankind, by the H-lp of the Devil, 


in all his Travels, from the Beginning oO! 
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the. World to this very Day. As alſo the 
Manner of his Apprehenſion, Arraign- 


ment, Tryal, Condemnation and Exec *CU- 
tion. By Benjamin Reach, Author ot, The 
Faves of True Godlin, War with the 


Devil, and Sen in Dijire/3. The Fourth 
Edition, Corrected. Wich ſome Additi- 
* ie Author. ; 


The 7 . True Codlineſs., From 
Beginning of the World to this pre- 
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A. Primed for 7 Tanks, 
gory, ſhewing what True Godlineſs k. 


And the Troubles, Oppolitions, Re- F'Y 


proaches, and Perſecutions he has met 


with in every Age. Together with the J 


Dunger and ſad Declining State he is in 


at this preſent Time, by Errors, Here- 


ſies, and Ungodlineſs, or open Prophane- 
nels. The Sixth Edition, Corrected, 
and with the Addition of one whole 
Chapter. By Benjamin Keach, Author of 
1 Book called, War with the Devil, and 
Sion: in Diſtreſs fs. 


The Cry of the Son of God, ſet fouch 


in all his Agonies, with a Crown of 


Thorns on kis "Head, and his Cruciaxion 
between Two Thieves. Uſeful at all 


times (eſpecially Paſſion- Week) for 2 8 1 


devout and pious Soul, in its nearett Ad- 
clreſſes to its Saviour before and after it 
comes to be an actual Partaker of the 


Body and Blood of its Redeemer in the 


blefſed Sacrament. Together with the 
Death of Pilate, ſome ſerious Rehections, 
and Animadverſions, concerning the 


Body, Soul, and Reſurrection: With. 
pertinent Meditations and Contemplati- 
ons upon Death, with ſuitable Pr ayers, 
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1 "LILLY p and Univerſal 
Book of Fortune. Containing, I. The 
1 Deſcription and Signification of Moles 

in all Parts of the Body. The Art of 

-Patmiſtry and Phiſiognomy; with a 
pleaſant and innocent Wheel of Fortune, 

7 by which all Perſons may be Harmleſly 

diverted, with above One Hundred 
% ueſtions and Anſwers relating to the 
85 1 5 or bad Fortune of either Sex; and 
new Weather-Scheme, to be made 

Yerly, by obſerving the twelve Days of 
8 ns cnly. II. A general Hiſtory 
* Dreams, ancient and modern, with 
1 the Interpretations of above Five Hun- 

4 red, by Herme:, Lilly, Artimedorus, 
| <Y ant other Authors. III. A ſolid Dif 
4 * * courſc of ſeveral Inſtances of Dreams in 
3 — Writ; and remarkable Relations of 
POSING» ranſactions dreamt of, and 
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